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0 the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of St, Muy 
* Wlington Middleſex, 


My Friends and N eighbours, FT 


F Hile I was more nearly coficern'd among you then I am at 


| a. laſting Impreſſion on me; for which Jou may be aſſured 
the beſt Returns I can make. 

And I maſi withal acknowledge my. Oldigations for ſome Parochial 
indneſſes I do yet experience. 

In my unhappy Receſs from your publick Matters, 1 have this 22 
action, which ] dare ſay you'l grant me. 


Difficulties, and to decline Private Intereſt in my Station among you. 
ormances, and amidſt the utmoſt Violence, ( till the diſmal Torrent bore 
reckon the main Inſtance of Reſpect and Kindneſs, 5. 

Confirmd thereby in the Opinion, 


ouragement.. 


letter of us, for looſening our Eccleſiaſtical Ties, tho we do it for his ſake; 
A complement in Religion being of all the . nauſeons, * likelyer fo 
45 ground, than to get it. 


0 long diſcontinuance, I am thus again talking to my Netghboars ; 


Some of whom will not, I dare ſay, refuſe even ſo ſmall a Preſent, from 


an old Acquaintance. 


The Subject of the enſuing Diſcourſes i is indeed very Divine and St- 


ions, and deſerves the utmoſt Attention; for our Faithfulneſs unto | 
Death, is that alone which can entitle us to a Crown of Life. 


preſent, I receiv'd from you ſuch Favors, as have made 


That I have given more Proofs than one, of my readineſs to encounter | 
Tho I muſt withal do you this Fuſtice, That in the moſt grating Per- 
all before it) I met with very little Alteration, in what Some may .. 
That an honeſt Zeal for ſtrict Conformity and 8 ( Thoſe inſepa- 
rable Twins ) will meet with the moſt, and certainly the trueſt En-. 
And Tverily believe, no one ( whatever has been ſaid, or done by ſome) 85 


did ever yet win or proſelite Diſſenters of any kind, by receding from his 
Rule. For a wiſe and good Man, of a different Perſwaſi on, cannot think. 


Bat I ſhall proceed no further in mutter, of this kind, now that after 
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imb. In ſhort, my Friends, to live and die well, or to Dye the death of the 
5 wo ME nk and to have our laſt end be like his, * great Concery, 
due thing ned 5 
Therefore at the Font every one is devoted by the ſacred Sign, © 1, 
* Token that hereafter he ſhall not be aſhamed to coufeſs the Faith i 
| © Chriſt Crucified, and manfully to fight under his Banner, againſt Sis, 
" Publick® the World, and the Devil; wad to continue Chriſt's faithfel Sy 
Bar t.  djer and Servant unto his lives end. LNCS "IF + 
| To formard us herein, and to give affiſtance to that Religious Cou · 
rage, Holy Tal and Reſolution, ſo very afeful in our troubleſon 
Race; aud to furnifh us with ſuch Aids and Chriſtian Supports, 4 
muaj be proper and ſeaſonable at the end of it, is the defign of what is hers 
Deut. laid before you. And Oh that they were wiſe that they underſto 
| 32+ 29. this, that they would conſider their latter end! 
He many of our Neighbours have we known deſcend to the Gray, 
ice our firſk Aequaintance | How Remarkably is our Church-yart 
= ſwoln with Human Duſt ! And the decay'd Church, which calls ſo lou 
Hab. 2. for Repairs, that, in a manner, The Stone cries out of the Wal, 
| 11, and the Beam out of the Timber does anſwer it: How is it crowd 
under ground by our Neighbours, inthe years we have lived together! 
And, Sirs, are not our Days ſpending apace ? Oar glaſs, we muſt l. 
ſenſible, runs ſmiftly, for ought we kuow, but a few Sands are left , Ani 
it cannot be long before we alſo ſhall encreaſe the number of the Dead: 
| Col. for May we excreaſe that of the Bleſſed likewiſe, **T hat thro' the grave ani 


| Bt” © gate of Death we may paſs to our joyful Refurrettion. 
Which is the earneſt Prayer of 
| Dear Friends and Neighbours, 
| Tour very AﬀetSionate, e 
Hulle Servant, 


| SHA. COOK 


1 M A R K 8. 38. 
hoer; therefore ſhall be aſhamed of Me, and 


of my Words, in this adulterous and ſinful 

Generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man 
be aſbamed, when, he cometh in the Glory of 
bs Father, aun the holy ys 


Saviour puts this Queſtion to his Diſciples, Saying 

unto them, Whom do Men fay that I am 2 Which 
Inquiry he doth not make for his own better Information, 
or Satisfaction, in this Caſe, Becauſe he knew all Men, John 2. 
and needed not that any ſhould teſtifie of Man, for he brew 2425. 
what was in Man But it was with Deſign, as we may 
ſee afterwards, to ſet his own Diſciples Right and Ortho- 
dox in the Opinion or Kno'wledge of himſelf. For upon 
their anſwering, Ver. 28. J the Baptiſt, but ſome ſay 
Elias, and others, one of the Prophets: 25 ſaith uato them, 
Ver. 29. Whom ſay ye that I am? Which occaſioned that 5 
Confeſſion of Peter, in the Name of them all, Thou art 
the Chriſt, the Meſſiah, the true Saviour or Redeemer of 
Mankind. Whereupon our Saviour proceeds to give them 
a more full Account of the End of his Coming, and of 

the Things concerning himſelf, particularly of 15 Death 


4 T the 27th. Yerll of this Chapter we find our 


and Paſſion, Ver. 31. And he began to teach them that 
tre Son of Man muſt ſuffer , and be rejected of the Elders, 
and of the chieſ Prieſts, and Scribes, and te tilled. Now 

. N 


h 


(29 
Peter, notwithſtanding the Soundneſs of his late Pro- 
upon the moſt groſs Error and Miſtake; for he was fo 
| ſcandalized at the News of a Suffering and Crucified Sa- 
viour, that upon this Account of himſelf, Peter took him, 
and began to rebuke him, Ver. 32.- Whereupon our Saviour 
takes occaſion to reprove him, and he doth it ſmartly, 


4 33. But when' he had -tarned about, and looked on his 


Diſciples, he rebuked Peter, ſaying, Get thee behind me Satan, 
for thou ſavoureſt not the things that be of God, but the 
things that be of Men ; which ſeems to imply either, 
Firſt, That Peter was infected with that Opinion fo 
common amongſt the Jews, who look d for ſuch a Savi- 
our, as would be a great and mighty Prince, that ſhould 
deliver them out of their preſent Miſery and Servitude, 
and reduce them and their Nation to a moſt Flouriſhing 
State and Condition: Or elfe Secondly, and as a Con- 
ſequence hereof, He reproves that his Senſual and Carnal 
Spirit, and intimates to him and all Men, that Suffering 
. . might be, as indeed it is, oppoſit and diſagreeable to all 
worldly Intereſt ; but it's otherwiſe with him and all his 
Followers, for he was, as you have heard, Zo ſuffer, to be 
rejected, and to be killed. And herein he tells all his Dif- | 
ciples they were to reſemble him, and muſt expect and 
prepare accordingly, Ver. 34. And when he had called the 
People unto him, with his Diſciples alſo, he ſaid unto them, | 
WWhofoever will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and 
take up his Croſs, and follow me. As Chriſt was a Man of | 
Sorrow and acquainted with Grief, did meet with won- 
derful Difficulties and Afflictions: So his Diſciples alſo | 
muſt through much Tribulation enter into the Kingdom || 
of God And the induring this to the utmoſt extremity 
(even to Death it ſelf ) though it be our preſent loſs, or 
_ diſadvantage, is the certain way to provide for and ſecure 
our future Intereſt : For whoſoever will ſave his life, ſhall loſe 
hs 


(3) 


it 3 but hai foall loſe. his life far my ſake, or the Goſ- 
| pels, the ſame ſhall ſave it, Ver. 35. And thus to pro- 


cure the favour of God, and to make a Proviſion for our 
immortal Souls in Heaven, (whatever we do, or how- 


ever it coſts us) is both in it ſelf more eligible, and of 
greater concern to us than all things here below ; and is 
withal ſuch a Conſideration as will makeus moſt firm and 

ſteady in this Holy Faith and Profeſſion, or expoſe us to 


the ſevereſt Diſpleaſure of our Lord hereafter , if we are 


by any means diſſettled in-ↄur preſent Fidelity to Chriſt 
and his Doctrin ; For what ſhall it profit a Man, if he ſpall 


| gain the whole World, and loſe his own Soul ? Or what ſhall 


a Man give in exchange for his Souls Wheſoever therefore 


ſpall be aſhamed of me, and of my Words, in this Adulterous 
| and Sinful Generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be 
| aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory of his F Father, with 


| the holy Angels. 
From which Words I ſhall ſpeak to theſe following par- 


ticulars, which ſeem to be the Natural reſult of them as 


| now conſidered ; 


' Firſt, What that is which our Saviour here warns all | 
his Diſciples againſt, or what is meant by our being 


FE aſhamed of Chriſt and of his Words, 


Secondly, What are, or may be the Temptations 


thereunto. 
Thirdly, The Aggrevetions hereof. 


Fourthly, The Judgments or Punithments to be in- 
fixed for it. 


Fifthly, The Means to eſcape or avoid it. 


Now in the Firſt place, That great Evil which our 


Lord here ſpeaks of, may imply ſome, or all, of theſe fol- 
lowin ny particulars. 


8 5 
Secondly, An external Denial or Diſowning chem. 


'W'\ Thirdly, 


—— 


An utter Rejecting or Renouncing of him, and his : 
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(4) 


- Thirdly, A Recoiling or Averſion to ſome more if 
: feu Parts, or duties of Religion. 1 

Fourthly, Some Actions or Proceedings that are con- 
trary to the real Intereſt , or Advantage, of true Reli- 
gion. 
, The Evil of all which, we ſhall better apprehend by a 
: diſtinet Conſideration of each particular. _ 

- Firſt then, 7s be aſhamed" Chriſt and of his Word, 
may imply an utter Rejecting or Renouncing of him and 
his. Doctrin; and ſo may abe refer to ſuch our Saviour 
ſpeaks of, and threatens ſo ſeverely, Matth. 10. 14, = 
- Whoſoever ſhall not receive you, nor hear your Words, when 
ye depart out of that Houſe, or City, ſhake off the Duſt of 
your Feet. Perily I ſay unto you, It ſhall be more tollerabl: 
for the Land of Sodom and Gomorrha, in the day of Fudg. 
ment, then for that City: Which is meant of ſuch who 
reject the very firſt overtures of Grace and Salvation. 
And now if he pronounces their Caſe fo deſperate, how 
much worſe (if poſſible ) may we conelude the Circum- 

ſtances of thoſe, who having received, do fhamefully de. 

fert that Holy Faith and Profeſſion, and utterly caſt off 

or diſown all their former ſhare and intereſt in Chriſt and 
his Doctrin; that is, in ſhort, an utter Apoſtacy from 
the Faith of Chriſt, and a Renouncing that their Holy Re- 
ligion. Which Sin, with the ſeli-ſame Note and Chara- 

&ter of it, as here expreſt, is mentioned by the Apoſtle, 

Heb. 6. If is impoſſible for them who were once enlightered, 
and have taſted of the Heavenly Gift, and were made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghoſt, and had taſted the good Word if 
God, and the Powers of the World to come: If they ſhall 
fall away, to renew them again to repentance : Seeing they 
crucify to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put him to 
an open ſhame. Where the Nature of this Sin, or: the 
great Ingredient of its Guilr, is the Crucifying Chriſt, as 
it Were, a Second time, and ſo again expoſing him t9-: 
| 1ame: 


T7 

ſhame. Whereupon, as the learned Annotator obſerves, 
That muſt need, conclude renouncing or denying of Chriſt, the 
hoking on him as ſuch the Fes pretended him to be, when 
they Crucified him, that is an Impoſture : That is, in ' ſhort, 
Men of Corrupt Minds , reprobate concerning the Faith, 
2 Tim. 3. 8. 

' Secondly, This Phraſe of being aſhamed of me, alt my 
Words, may ſignify an external Denyal, or Diſowning of 
Chriſt and his Profeſſion, even when we have a perſwa- 


ſion in our own Minds contra thereunto ; but we (upon 


ſome accounts to be ſpoken to preſently ) do herein act 


| contrary to the inward Sence and Conviction of our own 


Minds and Judgments: And ſo we may hereupon explain 
| or interpret this Expreſſion, or the Words here before us, 


| from that parallel Place Matth. 10. 32,33. Where our Sa- 


viour ſpeaks to the ſame, or like Argument, I Hoſoc ver 


| therefore ſhall confeſs me before Men, him will T confeſs 105 
| before my Father which is in Heaven. But whoſoever ſhall 


| deny me before Men, him will I alſo deny before my Father | 
| which is in Heaven. Which Words do very plainly re- 


fer to a generous Owning, or publick Atteſtation of Chriſt 
and his Dorin, with the Condemnation of the contrary 
Faintneſs or Cowardize in thoſe who yet really own and 
profeſs his Religion. And of this Nature was that Sin 
| which the Scripture it ſelf takes notice of in Jeſeph of 
|. Arimathea, being a Diſciple of Jeſus, but ſecretly for ir of 


the Jews; aud in Nicodemus , which at the firſt came to 


8 
19. 38, 

39. c. 12. 
v. 42 h 


Feſus by Night, Among the chief Rulers alſo many believed + 
on him, but becauſe of the Phariſees they did not confeſs him 


et they ſhould be put out of the Synagogue, for they loved the 


| praiſe of Men more than the praiſe of God. Where we ſee 


plainly, there may be an inward Belief in Chriſt, or a full 


and thorough Perſwaſion of him, and his Dottrin ; when 
yet in thew and appearance there may be. no external 


Owning or Confeſſion of it: And ſuch as was this may be 
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+ colling, or aver 


John 6. 
60. 


can hear it > Some things required of us to believe or do, 
that are eaſily obſerved or practiced, do not, and indeed 
cannot much affect us. But this is an inſtance of our 


the caſe of many Chriſtians, who may be too often pre. 


and Dictates of their Minds and Conſciences, and baſely 
force their Tongues to give their Hearts the Lye. 
But now to believe in Chriſt, and upon all Caſes, and in 
all Circumſtances and Conditions, to aſſert, own, declare, and 
atteſt as much; this is truly Generous and Chriſtian, x 
Glory and an Honour to Chriſt and our Profeſſion , | 


we believe, is the baſeſt Impoſture, the moſt cowardly 
_ Hypocriſie, and is moſt certainly, Being aſhamed of Chriſt 
and his Words in an Adulterous and Sinful Generation. 
Thirdly, An other thing imply'd or ſignify'd by this 


or own his Faith or Religion, and go on fairly with him 
for ſome time; but fhake hands, leave or deſert him 
when it comes to ſome extraordinary Streſs or Difficulty. 


fair Profeſſion of his Faith, When he ſaid, thou art the 
_ Chriſt, Ver. 29. But we find he was ſtrangely ſtartled, 
and mightily out of the way upon our Saviours inform- 
ing him of thoſe great Troubles and Calamities that 


imbraced by him, but he doth mightily regret his di- 


Scandal to ſome other of his Diſciples ; for upon our Sa- 
viours telling ſome, of his Giving his Fleſh for them to eat, 
and his Blood to drink (which he did by his Death and 
Crucifixion for them) Many therefore of bis Diſciples, 


{'#-) 


vailed upon to diſguiſe or diſſemble the internal Sence 


whereas to counterfeit or cover what we are, or what | 


Expreſſion, 2 aſhamed of me and of my Words, is a re- 
ion to ſome more difficult Parts or Du- 


ties of Religion : That is, when Men will profeſs Chriſt 


Thus it was in the Caſe before us, Peter ſeems to make a 


ſhould befal him. The News of a Saviour was readily 


ſtreſſed Circumſtances : Nor was this ſelf-fame thing a leſs 


when they heard this, ſaid, This is an hard ſaying, Who 


chief, 


8 

chief, if not pure, obſervance to Chriſt, that we yield our 
ſelves wholly and intirely to him even in thoſe Things 
and Caſes that are moſt abſtruce, difficult and uneaſie; 
herein conſiſts our chiefeſt Owning and moſt glorious 
Profeſſion of our Faith in him: And from ſuch a practice 
he infers the Doctrin we are now upon; for as it 
plainly appears by the Context, from this Duty or Prin- 
| ciple laid down, Ver. 34. Whoſoever will come after me, 
| let him deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs, and follow me: 
I fay upon this he infers, Whoſoever ſpall be aſhamed of 
me, &c. As if he ſhould ſay, He that will not hearken to 
| me, or accept of me on ſuch Terms and Conditions, 
| how hard ſoever they may ſeem to him, is 4/hamed of 
me, and ſhall fare accordingly. And he that takes not his 
| Croſs, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me, Matth. 
10. 38. Our moſt eminent and proper Owning of 
| Chriſt and Profeſſion of his Faith, is when we are called 
| by him to the greateſt ſtreights and hardeſt Duties. Dotb 
Job fear God for nought > Haſt thou not made a Hedge 
| about him, and about his Houſe, and about all that he hath 
| on every fide > Thou haſt bleſſed the work of his Hands, and 
| his Subſtance is increaſed in the Land. But put forth thine 

Hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curſe thee 

to thy Face, Job 1. 10, 11. What was here falſly applied 

to this good Man, is too often verified in many others. 
We are willing to hearken to God, and to obſerve him 
on eaſie Terms and in proſperous Circumſtances ; but if 
any thing thwarts this, like the young Man in the Goſ- 
pel, on the ſame Occaſion, It makes. us go away Sorrowful. 
Whereas now a Sound and True Faith diſputes no Com- 
mands, ſticks at no Oppoſition ; for the greater the Hard- 
ſhip and Difficulty, the more our Duty and Obedience: 
So that in ſhort we may go a great way in a fair Profeſſion 
of Religion, but if we refuſe or decline the difficult Parts, 
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f Duties, or Inſtances of it, wherewith God may try and 
exerciſe our Faith. This is a Rebellion againſt, or a Dif. 
fertion of Chriſt and his Doctrin, & being aſhamed ef hin 

aud his Words; for every Chriſtian ſhould be ready to 
fay with the Apoſtle , Rom. 8. 38, 39. J am per 
 ſwaded, that neither- Death, nor Lite, nor Angels, nor Prin- 
cipalities „nor Powers, nor 7 hings preſent, nor Things to 
come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall 
| be able to ſeparate us from the love of God whic h is in 0 hriſt 

Feſus our Lord, g 

Fourthly, Wheſoever ſhall. be emi of me, and my 
Words, may ſignify ſuch as act contrary to the true *4 

| tereſt, and real Advantage of that Faith and Religion 

- which they profeſs. And this part or inſtance carries in 

it the guilt of all the foregoing Evils, and goes a conſi- 
derable ſtep further; to make a fair Pretence, and glo- 
rious Profeſſion of Religion only to diſgrace, abuſe, or 
| betray. it; is the moſt aggravating Circumſtance of Guilt 
and Condemnation, and ſeems to be the very caſe of | 

Fudas himſelt, who was one of our Saviours profeſſed 

Diſciples, attended him conſtantly, heard his gracious 

Words, ſaw his Miracles, and was a conſtant Partaker 

ol his Goodneſs; yet who but this was the Villain that be- 


trayed him? And therefore our Lord upon that Occaſion | 


ſeems to: beſpeak this Wretch in ſuch a manner as me- 
thinks, goes home, and cuts to the very quick, when he 
faid, as tis St. Matth. 2.6. 50. and St. Luke 22. 48. Friend 
. wherefore art thou come 2 Judas, betrayeſt * the Son of 
Ilan .with.a'Kiſs ?Betrayeſt thou who was fo near to me, 
and ſo much obliged by me. If any wiſe to injure or deſert 
eur Religion, or upon any account to be aſhamed of 
Chriſt, is infinitely. dangerous; to promote or forward 
a contrary lntereſt, and to be our ſelves helpful and in- 
ſtrumental to the ruin or prejudice of that our own very 
my Path 


(9) 

Faith and Proſeſſion, ane Diſhonour wi can 
offer to God and our Religion, and the utmoſt violati- 
on of all Honeſty and Conſcience. n 
And having thus given you an Account of tliis great 
and dangerous Evil, of being aſhamed of Chriſt, and his 
Morde, and ſhewed to you what it is, or wherein -it 
doth Conſiſt: Being 1. An utter Renouncing our Religion, 
2. An external Diſowning of it. 3. An Averſion tofſome 
of its more difficult Duties. Or 4. Such Actions and Pro- 
ceedings as are contrary to the Intereſt of Chriſt and 
his Doctrine. I proceed according to the Method pro- 
pounded, to Conſider in the 2. Place, What are the Temp- 
tations to this ſo great and dangerous Evil. And they 
/ — ͤ ß 

I. Baſe and Unworthy Complyance. 

2. Secular Gain or Intereſt. 
3. The Fear or Danger of Suffering. 
1. This great Evil is too often occaſioned through Baſe 


and Unworthy Complyance : Though Religion, or the 


Concern of our 'Souls, is the moſt ſerious and weighty 
matter in the whole World; yet nothing is ſo much trifled 
with, and diſregarded, and rendered plyant to every turn, 
and occaſion ; as if the mode of the Times, eminent Ex- 
amples, and prophane Scofis and Deriſions, were to be 
the Rule and Standard of what we were to believe or do 
in theſe great and momentous Affairs; Men being too 
often become really aſbamed of Chriſt and his Words in 
a Sinfull and Adulterous Generation: Wherein our Saviour 
refers to the very Cauſe or Occaſion here laid down 
for their ſo doing, as if it were unſeemly to own and pro- 
feſs Chriſt and his True Religion, amidſt a Generation 
of Wicked and Sinful Men. Wherein they think it ſtrange 
if you run not with them into the ſame exceſs of Riot, ſpea- 
king Evil of you, 1. Pet. 4. 4. Great Examples and Im- 
portunate Solicitations 2 very powerful with moſt I, 
C „„ YO 


who are too eaſily carried away with the Stream, and 


(ae) 


follom a multitude to do Evil: But the Temptations is as 
Onwarrantable as what it ends in. And ſuch the Em- 
perour Conſtantius thought it to be in that memorable Caſe, 
which 1s thus related by Euſebius. Conſtantius, the Father 
* of Conſtantine, had this Device came into his Head, 
that may be a paradox to hear as it was ſtrange to pra- 
* tice; He put it to the choice of all his Courtiers about 
© him, even to the very Judges themſelves, or ſuch as were 

4 placed in the chief Stations of Authority, Whether they 
would Sacrifice to- Devils, and remain in his Palace in 
ce their wonted Honour, or upon refuſal be removed from 
his Favour and Preſence. Whereupon when the Court 
became divided, and ſome went one and ſome another 
Way, the Excellent Prince diſcovering himſelf; Thoſe 
that yielded he Reproached for their Cowardice, and 
* Hypocrifie, but greatly Approved and Commended 
* thoſe that kept their Integrity to God; looking on thoſe 
*as' Traytors to their God, and ſo not worthy the Fa- 
* your of their Prince: For how, ſaid He, ſhall they 
* be imagined to be Faithful to their King, who are 
found Falſe to God himſelf > And therefore utterly 
© Baniſhed them from his Preſence : But they that were 
Firm and True to God and their Religion, ſuch he did 
« believe would be juſt and faithful to Himſelf. Sowng- 
© Aaxas ans © Bamneias T35 , Kc. He made them the Pro- 
_ © tectors and principle Officers of his Kingdom, ſaying, They 
© were worthy to be ranked in the number of his Bo- 
% ſom Friends and Deareſt Relations, and to be valued and 
__ eſteemed above his higheſt Treaſures. Herein 2 
agreeable to that Prudent and Pious Reſolution of David, 
Mine Eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of the land that they 
may dwell with me : He that walks in a perfect way, (or 
kd oy el in the way) He ſhall ſerve me : He that work- 
et deceit Hall not dwell in my houſe, he that telleth 400 

| | : @ — Al 
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Pſ. 10l. "3 80 
This is the Firſt Thing. Baſe and Unworthy Com- 


aſhamed of Chriſt and his Words. 


Whereupon follows in the Second Place, a as another 


great Inducement or Temptation hereunto. 


Secular Gain or Intereſt Which our Saviour 


F hath reſpect to in the Caſe before us „as one Occa- 
ſion of this great Evil, ſaying, as he doth, Ver. 36. What 


ſhall it profit a Man, if he ſhall gain the whole World, and 
loſe his own Soul 2 &c. Intimating the great Prejudices and 


Diſcouragements againſt him and his Doctrin, were the So- 


licitations or Temptations of Things here below : Which 
yet in the greateſt Enjoy ments were no wiſe able to com- 
penſate the great Evil they were thereby ſeduced to, of 
being aſhamed of Chriſt , and his Words. Now ſecular | 


Wealth, or Greatneſs, is ſuch a powerful Ingagement 
| againſt all kind of Goodneſs, That the Devil reſerved this 
| Tempration for the laſt; and therefore, it's like, looked 


on it as the greateſt he could uſe: And which he hoped 


might prevail even upon our Saviour himſelf, For he 


keweth him all the Kingdoms of the Earth, and the Glory of 


them. And ſaith unto him, all theſe J. bings will I give 


thee, if thou wilt fall down ard worſhip me. Now what could 
not prevail upon him, is God knows too powerſul with 


many of us, who either through the Ambition of our 
Spirits, or the Neceſlity of Nature, are by our ſecular 
Intereſt too often carried beyond the bounds of our Du- 
ties, and hereby made complyant to Unjuſt and Diſhon- 


have reference to the worſt Conſequences this way, in 
the 2 Pet. 2. There ſhall be falſe Preachers amongſt you, who 
privily ſhall bring in dannable Hereſies. And through Co- 


C2 of 


ball not tarry in my fight, Ly ſhall not be eſtabliſhed) 


plyance is very frequently the Occaſion of Mens being 


| ourable Practices. And may not the Apoſtle ſeem to 


vetouſneſs ſhall res with feigned Words make Merchandiſe 


q 
71 
7 


of you. But now we may the leſs wonder at that un. 
- happy influence, which this Vice hath over Faith and 
a good Conſcience ;. when we remember that Covetouſ. 
nels; or the Love of Secular Gain and Intereſt did make 
| Chriſt's own Diſciple ſhamefully forfake him, and baſely 
| betray him to his moſt' Malicious Perſecutors and Myr. 
therers. One the Twelve called Fudas Iſcariot went unto the 
Chief Prieſt; and ſaid unto them, What will ye give me and 
IT witl deliver him unto you 2 and they covenanted with hin 
for Thirty. pieces of Silver, Matth. 26. 15. And if the 
value of about Three Pound Fifteen Shillings could 
prompt a Diſciple to this horrid Treachery, we may be 
apt to ſuſpect at leaſt, that a more additional Tempta- 
tion this way may have too much prevalency upon mean 
and ſordid Spirits; Wherefore Love not the World, neither 
the things that are in the World. Tf any Man Love the 
World, the Love of the Father is not in him, 1 John 2. 15, 
So powerful are the things here below to keep, or to 
withdraw Men from a hearty Love and Regard of God 
and Religion. 5 8 e 
The Third and Laft thing prevalent to this moſt 
fatal Evil and Impiety is, The Fear or Danger of 
_ preſent Sufferings. A Life of Eaſe, Pleaſure and Plenty, 
is grateful to all Men; whereupon many do readily im. 
brace the ſmooth ſide of Religion: But Suffering and Per- 
ſecution are things contrary to Fleſh and Blood, and are 
indeed ſevere and terrible-Tryals, ſuch as will even ſhake 
the moſt ſteady and reſolute Chriſtian. Wherefore to 
ſpeak with the Apoſtle,in this Caſe alſo, Who is ſufficient for 
theſe things > And. whatever Men may now think, or. talk 
of it at a diſtance ; yet if ever God ſhould call us to this 
fiery Tryal, it will require a moſt ſteady Faith, together 
with extraordinary aſſiſtance of the Divine Spirit, to car- 
ry us through ſuch extreme Hardſhip and Difficulty : | 
Peter Who was fo conſtant with our Saviour, and who 
5 Was 


( xF). 


was'withalſo brisk, plain and generous, in lis Profeſſion or 
Chriſt, and ſo reſolved as nothing could be more: And 
who its reaſonable to think was in his own Judgment 
firm and immoveable, was yet we know ſtrangely ſur- 
priſed, and utterly confounded when it came to the pinch; 
inſomuch that hardly ever Man was guilty of ſuch a baſe 
and ſadden Revolt. He found when Danger was very 
near and threatning, quite different Judgments and Ap- 
prehenſions of things then When he conſidered it only ata 
diſtanceg as will be the caſe of every Man whom God 
calls to this molt ſevere and difficult Duty. 

There are great and unavoidable Prejudices and Relu- 
gances in human Nature againſt Torments or Sufferings, 
and very ſtrange Perplexities and Miſgivings of Mind, in 
that great Change from this to another World: Beſides 
there muſt needs be unconceiveable Convulſions ariſe in 
us, from our Injury or Loſs in thoſe things that are in- 
ſtrumental to our preſent Eaſe and Comforts; and there- 
fore our:Saviour might well put that Queſtion, Are ye 
| able to drink of the Cup that I ſhall drink , and to be bap- 
lxed with the Baptiſm that I am- Baptized, Matth: 1024 
This he tells us ſhall be the Portion of ſome; but upon 
this Rock very many have made Shipwrack of Faith and 
à good Conſcience, having proved the greateſt cauſe of Mens 
bear Aſhamed of Chriſt, and bis Wor ds in an Adulterous 
| aud Sinful Generation. 
Having thus conſidered what that is Gbieh e our Savi- 
our here warns us againſt, by our being Aſbamed of Chriſt, 
and his Words. And Secondly , What are, or may be 
 the' Temptations thereunto; I proceed to:conſider in the 
Third place. The great Guilt or Apgravation' hereof; 

which will largely appear to us from the Conſideration of 
theſe following Particulars.- 

1. Thus to be Aſbamed of Chriſt, and his Words, is the 
greateſt” Diſſervice and Scandal to „ For if we 

| con- 
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conſider the Expreſſion, according to a meer literal accep. 
tation, That is ever more looked upon as moſt Baſe and 
Scandalous, , which Men are Joth or aſhamed to own, 
or acknowledge. Certain it is, That a Diſowning or Dif. 
ſertion of Chriſt, and his Religion in whatever way or 
kind we do it, is an open Declaration to the World of 
our great diſlike thereof, a plain Repentance of What we 
have profeſſed, and as it were Advice or Precaution te 
others againſt all future concern, or regard for God and 
Religion: The Actions of ſuch a Man do ſeem to ſpeak 
the Senſe of his Mind after this, or the like manner; Al 
the whole buſineſs of Religion is meer Noiſe, Cheat, or Im 
poſture, And whatever Men tall, or ſay about it, is all vain 
and inſignincant. Why ſhould we wait on the Lord any longer ? 
It is in vain to ſerve God, and what profit is jt that we 
have kept his Ordinance ? Therefore they ſay unto God, de. 
part from us, for we defire not the knowledge of thy ways. 
What is the Almighty that we ſhould ſerve him? And what 
profit ſhould we have if we pray unto him? In ſhort, That 
Religion is not worth the Owning which a Man cannot 
Ser, dien ac dee for. 
2. And this brings us to a Second Aggravat ion there- 
of; That it is the higheſt Indignity or Dishonour to God. 
Such is imply'd in the very Expreſſion for it, Wheoſoever 
ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my Words : So that to be 
thus guilty is to affront God, and is a perfect and open 
Defiance to Heaven it ſelf ; for *tis the peculiar and im- 
mediate Cauſe of God, who is the Author of Religion, 
for whoſe ſake and on whoſe account this is Inſtituted 
and Enjoyn d us: So that thus baſely to deſert, or any 
wiſe to forſake or deny him, is not only a withdrawing 
our Fealty and Allegiance from him ; but the ſetting up 
a profeſsd Hoſtility and Rebellion againſt him, and a 
down-right Declaration that we wil/ not have Him to reigy 
oder us. In a Word, This is the greateſt Obſtinacy, the 


ET moſt 


. IC © - 7 WY 1 
moſt daring Provocation, the higheſt Treachery, that -a 
mortal Creature can be guilty of, againſt the moſt gra- 
cious and almighty Being of God ; and carries every 
thing in it that may render it exceeding Sinful, = 
- Another great Aggravation hereof is, That it is 
contrary. to the Sentiments of our Minds, and ſuch as 


is an Injury or Violation#$#&*omr own very Conſciences: . . 


For that Man hath nothing to palliate or excuſe his 
Crime, that breaks through and violates the Senſe or 
Perſwaſion of his own Conſcience, which is more to him 
than Ten thouſand Witneſſes. And therefore though 
Men may be Deaf to this inward Guide, and by their 
Luſts or ſordid Intereſt be prevailed upon, to contradict 
or ſtifle thoſe internal Sentiments, yet no Man can think 
them happy, much leſs hath any reaſon to envy them 
| what they thus obtain. For is Candle of the Lord (as 
is Solomon's Phraſe for Conſcience) will ſometime or 
other glare in their Faces, or burn them to the quick, 
and torment them ſeverely for being thus Unjuſt, Baſe 
and Treacherous, to themſelves. And though we ſee it, 
God knoweth too often, that Men Sacrifice Peace of 
| Conſcience to baſe and unworthy Intereſt, as if worſe 
than the unjuſt Judge they did not regard God or Man, 
nor themſelves ; yet this Perplexity and Vexation, which 
is inevitable hereupon, will be a perpetual Plague, and 
like. a troubleſome Ghoſt, haunt and fret them where- + 
ever, or however they are. And a Man is ſcarce capable 
of a greater Condemnation or Puniſhment than thus to 
decry or reprove his own Act ions. Happy is he that. 
condemneth not himſelf in that Thing which he allowe th. 
Rom. 14. 22. 0%é f ß SHONE 
4. And which doth enſue upon this, The Caſe which 
is here Condemned by our Saviour; is a Reproach even 
to humane Nature: Firmneſs and Conſtancy of Mind is 
generous and manly, an Argument of a brave and cou- 
© 5 ragious 
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ragious Spirit; ſuch That is always accounted Which ean 
bear itſelf up, and: maintain its Integrity againſt all Op. 


poſition and Allurt ments to the contrary : And therefore 
ſuch reſolute truſty Souls have evermore had the gene. 


Pryenctan, 


ral eſteem and commendation. of good and wiſe Men. 4; 


on the contrary, its an undoubted proof and inſtance o- 


an unmanly; pitiful or d Temper, eaſily to forgo 
or yield up our Truth and Integrity, the greateſt Glory 


of our Nature; ſo that he debateth himſelt to the vileſ 


degree, and moſt miſerable Condition, that debauches the 


nobleſt Principle of his Soul, as is the caſe. of ſuch, who 
are aſhamed of God and a good Cauſe. Another Ag. 
gravation that Wwe may add to this, Is in the pid 
Fifth Place, Even the preſent Inſecurity of ſuch Men, 
or of ſuch a Condition, as is here ſpoken of by our Sa. 
viour: And this conſideration added to the reſt cuts them 
clear off from all their holds: Such baſe Hypocriſie and 
Diſſimulation will not [laſt long, and doth but ſeldom 
anſwer ſuch Mens deſigns in it; for as Solomon faith, The 
: 21 truth (hall te eſtabliſped for ever, but a lying Tongue 
s but for a Moment. Baſe complyances and ſuch unwor- 
thy practices in the cauſe of God and Religion, do fre- 
Juently carry Guilt in their Foreheads, and do ſooner 
or later prove ineffectual and dangerous to themſelves, 


and very often ſpoil or fruſtrate their own Actions or 


| Deſigns, And then all Men that ſee them ſhall laugh then 
10 Scors : Whereas certain it is, That Uprightneſs and 
Integrity, a cloſs and ſteady Adheſion to an honeſt Cauſe, 


and a good Conſcience, will be more approved of, ſuc- 


ceedawbbetter, for our Intereſt, and carry us moſt happily 
thorough all Difficulty and Oppoſition ; while Baſe, 


Cowardize and Diſſimulation, will render us Improſ- 
perous in all our Deſigns, and make us every way Odi- 


-ous, and Hateful to God and Man. 


From 


l 
from whence we proceed to conſider, in the Fourth 
place, The Judgment and Puniſhment to be inflicted for 


it: Of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he 
cometh in the Glory of hs Father, with the Holy Angels. | 


Where our Saviour, as you fee, doth conſign the Puniſh- 
ment of ſuch baſe Deſerters of him, and his Religion, to 
future Judgment and Tribunal. Whereupon, by the 
way, we may make theſe following Obſervations. 

Firſt, This threatning of a future Recompence, is not 


deſigned fo as to imply an utter Excluſion of all preſent 


puniſhment or Judgment, to be inflicted on ſuch Men; 


they may be, and frequently are, met with and puniſhed 
ſeverely in this World. The ſting, or guilt of Conſcience, 
will ſometime fret and torment them, for ſuch baſe and 
unworthy Practices; they are frequently expoſed to the 
ſcorn of good Men, and the contempt of the World, and 
reno ſmall Sufferers in their preſent Enjoyments : Theſe 


or the like Puniſhments do, or may overtake ſuch 
Offenders even now at preſent, it being a Practice that is 


frequently injurious to Mens Secular Intereſt and Security, 
as We heard before. Thus, with a future, this may alſo re- 
fer to or not exclude a preſent Puniſhment, as God in his 
Wiſdom may think fit and convenient. Though too in the 


Second Place this may imply, what doth ſometimes 
happen, That wicked Men, and among theſe, ſuch as are 
thus guilty, may paſs through this World with Eaſe or 


Impunity ; and perhaps, to outward appearance, meet 


with no Puniſhment, no Retribution, for fo great Impie- 


ty. For many good Cauſes God may, for a while, for- 


bear or delay their Puniſhment, to the great and general 
Day of Accounts, when he will give to every one accord- 


ng to his Works, So that we are not to judge from the 
preſent Impunity ; or, which is more, the Flouriſhing and 


Proſperous Condition of ſuch Men, though fo guilty 
zpainſt God, that he is altogether regardleſs of them and 
his Honour: Though he doth forbear, he doth not alto- 
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(18) I, 

_ gether forget them, but will (if not before) call them 
to ſtrict Examination another Day. x 
Whereupon we may obſerve again, Thirdly, That the 
mentioning of ſuch a future Retribution, may be, and 
_ doubtleſs is, with ſome deſign of ſhowing or repreſenting 
the greater Judgment or Vengeance of God, that is tres. 
fared up againſt them ; as if ſuch profligate Sinners could 
not be enough, or ſufficiently punifhed till Chriſt were in. 
veſted with his Sovereign Power and Authority. So that 
this is here mentioned as a very heightning Aggravation 
of their Puniſhment, they may conſider (and tremble 
to think on it ) that their Doom is reſerved for that 
Great and Solemn Aſſize. Whoſeever ſpall be aſhamed if 
me, and my Words, in this Adulterous and Sinful Genera. 
tion, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he 
cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angel, 
And its being thus expreſſed, may ſhow the Puniſhment 
of ſuch to be very Severe and Terrible upon theſe follow. 
ing Accounts. As it doth imply, _ 
1. Chrift's utter Diſowning of them. N 
2. After the moſt diſgraceful Sort or Manner. 

3. At the moſt ſolemn Time or Seaſon. 


4. In Mens greateſt Streights and Neceſſities. And | 
5. A Confequence of moſt dreadful Ruin, and 


eternal Deſtruction. 


Firſt, This threatning ( here before us ) doth imply 
or ſignify Chriſt's utter Diſowning of them, and that is 


here repreſented to us theſe Two ways: Firſt, By his be- 


ing aſhamed of them; that is, ſuch ſhall be rejected by 


him, and quite difowned, from having any ſhare or be- 
nefit in his Redemption, and the Kingdom of his Father. 
Now, as God faith by the Prophet concerning good Men, 
They ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord, in that Day when I make up 
my Jewels So contrariwiſe may be here ſaid, or intenc- 
ed of theſe, Chriſt at that great Day ſhall utterly diſown 
them, and caſt them from his Preſence for ever; as is {till 

e | Secondly, 
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an, . 
Secondly, further implied and ſignified by the time here 
expreſſed for his ſo doing, When he cometh in the Glory of 


bs Father, &c. At that great and folemn Day, which 
zs the final Conſummation of all things, after which there 


is nothing to be done, no more Accounts to be made, 


then ſhall he paſs on them an irrevocable Sentence of 


| Condemnation. And is not this a moſt ſevere and affright- 


| ful Cafe, that forebodes and threatens an eternal Baniſh- 
| ment from the Divine Love and Favour, and the procuring 


of God's utter Hatred and Diſpleaſure, of which there 
can be no repeal or recovery. To be thus rejected and 
abandoned by Chriſt our Lord, who hath ſhed his Blood 
| for our Redemption, and has laid on us the ſtricteſt Obli- 
| gations imaginable to own and obey him, is a moſt 
| heightning conſideration of Miſery and Condemnation. 


Lo ſee, at that great Day of Accounts, the gracious Savi- 
our of the World, thus utterly to reject and caſt off 


| thoſe for whom he ſhed his Blood; and inſtead of Re- 


ward or Redemption, to paſs a diſmal Sentence of Puniſh- 
ment againſt them, is a cutting conſideration even now 


to think of, What will it be to experience another Day 
| Conſidering in the 5 
| Second Place, That this will be done after the moſt diſ- 


graceful Sort or Manner: Of him ſhall the Son of Man be 


aſhamed, (Nec Lex eſt juſtior ulla.) For it both repreſents 
the Equity of the Divine Proceedings, together with the 


| ſharpneſs of the Punifhment, as they have been a/hamed of 
| him, ſo will he be of them; he will reje& and difown them 


in the moſt Vile and Contemptious manner ; he will be 


even aſhamed to look upon them, and will caſt them from 


him with Scorn and Confuſion. Now there is nothing that 


doth generally more affect human Nature, than to be treat - 


ed with Contempt ; to a good and generous Spirit it is moſt 


cutting and intollerable. And you can't but obſerve from 
daily Experience, that nothing goes ſo deep, or afflicts fo 


much, as to be ſighted and contemn d: From whence we 
a D 2 may 
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may make a gueſs of the great Puniſhment of all ſuch Souls 
as ſhall be thus treated by Chriſt at that Day. There is 
even to common Malefa&ors a kind of ſecret Pity and 
Commiſeration, though Suffering for very Notorious 
Crimes and Villainies ; but thoſe Men are prodigiouſly 
Guilty and Miſerable, that fall with univerſal Scorn and 
Derifion : Yet ſuch, and much worſe, is the Punyhment 
here threatned, Of them ſhall Chriſt be aſhamed. Hoy. 
ever others may fare, theſe ſhall ſuffer Shameful and Un. 
pitied, or one great Puniſhment to be inflicted on them 
is, Shame or Contempt : And you know among Men, 
That 'tis a great heightning, and ſometimes indeed the 
utmoſt Aggravation of a Suffering, to have the Ingre. 
dient or Circumſtance of Shame or Scandal. And what 
now ſhall we think of theſe, at that great Day, when 
Whatever is really Shameful and Scandalous ſhall be the 
Lot and Portion of ſuch Sinners. For, 
I Jbirdly, All this ſhall be at the moſt folemn Time and if 
Fedon, Of him ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when le 
cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angel. 
Shame or Contempt is a relative Evil, that which doth 
properly depend on the view or apprehenſion of others, 
which is more and more heightned or improved ( that 
is rendered ſtill the worſe to bear) the more, and gres- i 
ter the Objects we are thus expoſed to; and therefore 
how great and intollerable is this moſt Shameful Puniſh- 
ment like to be, that is executed or inflicted after ſuch a 
Serious and Solemn manner, bearing in it whatever may 
render it Affrightful and Terrible, Of him ſhall the Son if 
Man, &c. that is, Chriſt who was God and Man, this 
great God ſhall then be aſhamed of him. And as if this 
| were not enough to ſuperadd hereunto, it is Aggravated 
from the Time, Company, or Circumſtances here men- 
_ tioned, When he ſhall come in the Glory of his Father, with 
the holy Angels: Every Word bears in it a moſt cutting 
Conſideration. This ſhall be their Lot and Portion mr 
W | 25 im, 
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him, when he ſhall appear in his infinitely glorious God- 
head aſter the moſt Solemn and Triumphant manner, 
and comes with Millions of Angels to call all the World 
to Judgment, before in finite Multitudes of ſuch Pure and 


Holy Spirits, and before all the World he ſhall paſs ſuch, 


a diſmal Puniſhment upon them. As if he ſhould ſay, 
Men have very great reaſon to be careful againſt this Evil, 


conſidering that ſuch a preſent denial, or being aſhamed. 


of Chriſt, ſhall be thus repayed hereafter. They that diſ- 


own him now before Men, in an Adulterous aud Sinful Ge- 


neration, ſhall be ſhamefully rejected by him before the 
holy Angels. He that will be inveſted with infinite 


Glory and Majeſty, will for This be then aſhamed of 


them in the preſence of theſe Pure and Immaculate Be- 


ings. And the conſideration of theſe Solemn Circum- 


ſtances, is a moſt diſmal Aggravation of that future Con- 


demnation and Puniſhment reſerved for them againſt the 


great Day of Judgment. Conſidering in the _ 
Fourth Place, That this is in Mens greateſt Streights: 


and Neceſſities ; Of him {hall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when 


he cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels ; 
a time of the greateſt diſtreſs and danger. For the future 


Day of Accounts, or Judgment, ( whereof this is ſuch a 


N lively Repreſentation ) will be the Seaſon when we ſhall. 
* {land in moſt need of God, and Chriſt. our Redeemer : 


Then to have a ſhare and intereſt in Heaven, and to 


have favour with the great Judge of the World, will be 
our greateſt, and indeed our only Comfort. Nothin 
will then ſtand us in ſtead, or avail us, but ſuch a 


happy Proviſion as this: But oh! how miſerable now 


mult the contrary caſe of ſuch Men be, who have pro- 
voked him to the. higheſt degree, and rendered him their. 


utter and implacable Enemy. To be conſcious: to our 
ſelves, that we have done all we could to Affront and 


' Abuſe our Lord and Saviour, as is too much the Caſe. of 


theſe Sinners, muſt ſtrike the deepeſt Melancholy to * 
. 5 | Souls. 


— KKK ͤ + r» : 2 2 —— 


(22) - 
Souls. Then when we have moſt need of Comfort, we 
ſhall have the the leaſt of it ; and inſtead of Acceptance 
- with God, have a Shameful and Bitter Sentence from 
him: So that what Solomon faith, (Prov. x. 24.—) may 
be fitly applied to the Caſe before us. Becauſe I have 
called, and ye refuſed, I have ſtretched out my hand, and 
uo Man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, 
aud would none of my Reproof : I alſo will laugh at your Cala- 
mity, I will mock when your Fear cometh ; when your fear 
cometh as deſolation, and deſtruttion @ometh as a Whirl-wind, 
when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you. Then ſhall they 
call upon me, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, 
ut they ſhall not find me: For that they hated knowledge, 
and did not chuſe the fear of the Lord. They would none 
of my counſel : They deſpiſed all my reproof. Therefore ſhall 
they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with 
their own devices. Whence we proceed to confider, if 
Fifthly, A conſequence of moſt dreadful Ruin and De- 
ſtruction; for the great End and Deſign of that his moſt 
Solemn coming to Judgment, is to paſs an irrevocable 
Sentence of Happineſs or Miſery on all Mankind ; and 
ſo accordingly this here before us muſt ſignify, or imply, 
the moſt dreadful Caſe or Condemnation of ſuch Sinners 
at that Day. This then ſhall be their Sentence, Depart 
ye Curſed into the Fire prepared for the Devil, and his 
Angels: And the very worſt place in this ſhall be aſ- 
ſigned them, They ſhall have their Portion with Hypocrites ; 
for ſuch they are in the higheſt Nature and Degree. They 
who believe in God, and do thus ſhamefully Diſſemble 
with him, or deny him in an Adulterous and Sinful Gene- 
ration, when it may be moſt Glorious or Neceſſary to own 
or atteſt his Truth, ſtrictly to maintain Faith and a good 
Conſcience, are the moſt Guilty, and ſhall be the moſt 
 Miferable of all Men in another World: Of him ſhall the 
Son of Man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory of his 
Father, with the holy Angels. And having thus as brief- 


ly, 
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ly, and as plainly, as I could, ſet forth the dreadful Pu- 
niſhment of ſuch Men, eſpecially as here intimated, or 
repreſented by our Saviour. „ 
think it may be very needfull and requiſite to pro- 
pound, in the Fifth and Laſt place, The means to avoid 
this ſo very Great and Dangerous Evil. In order where- 
unto I ſhall lay down theſe following Rules or Directions. 
1. Let us conſider, The ſhortneſs and great uncer- 
tainty of this preſent Lite. This being a moſt likely means 
to prevent all Temptations to this Evil; which are oc- 
caſioned through Mens overmuch Concern or Fondneſs 
for this preſent World. This ( as we before obſerved ) 
doth too often make us withdraw our Thoughts from 
God, and become Treacherous againſt him : Wherefore 
if Men would learn to ſet a due Eſtimate on Things 
here below, and conſider theſe Worldly Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments, as they are in themſelves, mean and tranſi- 
tory ; and that as Solomon ſaith, All is Vanity and YVex- 
ation of Spirit, We ſhould be leſs deſirous or inclined 
to purchaſe them at ſo high a Price. Is a little temporal 
| Intereſt, that may ſoon come to nothing? Is a vain blaſt 
of Honour or Ambition, or any thing that we can aim at 
in this World, Satisfactory and Laſting ? Why then ſhould 
| they any wiſe diſſettle us in the great Concerns of Faith 
and Religion? Can any Thing in this World be worth 
the buying at ſo dear a Rate? The faſhion of this World 
| (faith the Apoſtle ) paſſerh away. And would we but 
_ eſteem of it accordingly, it would induce us to have mea- 
ner thoughts of Things here below, and ſet them upon 
Things above. And hereupon we ſhould be fully con- 
vincd, That Truth and Religion, were the only ſolid and 
laſting Comforts; and that we have nothing here fo va- 
luable as Faith and a good Conſcience. But if we are 
ſtill refolved to make Mammon our God; and to pre- 
ſer the Pleaſure or Intereſt of this World before all Things, 
it is to be expected and not wondered at, that Men * 
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le aſhamed of Chriſt, and his Words, in this Adulterous and 
Sinful Generation. _ } 5 
2. Let us duly conſider and reflect upon, The great 
Concern and intereſt of our Souls: Which ſeems to be the 
very means or remedy here propounded by our Savi- 
our himſelf, for the prevention of ſo great an Evil, Ver. 
36. For what ſhall it profit a Man, if he ſhall gain the 
whole World, and loſe his own Seca! Or what ſhall a Man 
give in exchange for his Soul? Whoſoever therefore ſhall be, &c. 
Suppoſe we could promote the higheſt Intereft here in 
this World, yet this is not able to preponderate or make 
amends for, the Loſs or Damage we ſuſtain thereby, or 
_ undergo for it. Our Souls or Spirits are of a moſt durable 
and laſting Nature: Now Religion promotes their great 
and higheſt Intereſt ; by adhearing cloſely to Faith and a 
good Conſcience, We procure the Love and Favour of | 
God, which is better than Life it ſelf. We lay up an incor- 
ruptable Treaſure in Heaven. We ſecure our beſt part, 
That which is indeed only and properly our ſelves. Let 
us then but value theſe our Souls at a due and reaſonable 


Rate, and we ſhall not be apt to be ſeduced, by unworthy 


Compliances, to renounce or be aſhamed of our higheſt 
Intereſt, and to caſt away our ſelves for ever. Would we 
thus frequently think of, and deeply conſider the great 
Value and Intereſt of our immortal Souls, it would hap- 
pily ſecure our falling into ſo great an Evil, and moſt ef- 
tecrually ſubdue all kind of Temptations to it, unleſs Men 
were diſpoſed to run themſelves upon the moſt apparent 
Ruin and Deſtruction. And this will bring me to a 
3. Thing requiſite thereunto: A due and frequent Ex- 

amination of our preſent Faith and Religion. Iis a duty 
plainly laid down, and ſtrictly injoyned by the Apoſtle, 


20Cor. 13.5. Examine your ſelves whether ye be in the Faith : 


prove your own ſelves : know ye not your own ſelves how that 
Teſus Chriſt is in you, except e be Reprobates. A firmneſs 


in Faith doth neceſſarygimp y a previous Knowledge pron | 
e Under- 
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aderſtanding of it; for we cannot be ſaid to be withdrawn 
om what we do not firſt own and underſtand. Now tis 
much to be feared and ſuſpeted, I hat too many, who 
ſem to be very Reſolute, and make a very great Noiſe 
about Faith and Religion, do not rightly, if at all, conceive 
or apprehend what they mean by them. For Men are apt to 
take up with Hear-ſay, Education, or the like: Whereas 
that Faith is only and properly ours, which we embrace upon 
our own Knowledge or Approbation. And now to prevent 
or avoid the Evil before us, let us duly weigh and conſider 
how we are diſpoſed and qualified in the great and weighty 
Matters of Religion. There is much tall, and a great noiſe 
made about it in the World ; But doth my Soul rightly ap- 
prehend or conſider what is meant by it, or what is the 
deſign of it? Do I believe the Word of God, and thoſe great 
and myſterious Truths he hath diſcovered to me? Am ! 
afraid of his Judgments, aſſured of his Promiſes, and con- 
vinced of his Veracity in all Things? Do I truſt upon his 
Power, Mercy, and Goodneſs? And am I aſſured of his juſt 
Anger and Severity? Am I convinced and perſwaded in the 
Truth and Excellency of thoſe Things I profeſs to believe? 
And is all this firmly fixed and rooted in my Soul; Not in 
Mord or in Tongue, but in Deed and in Truth 2 And do I be- 
F lieve with all my Fleart, with all my Soul, and with all my Minds 
Hereupon I may ſay with the Apoſtie , Beloved, if in theſe 
| things our hearts condemn us not, then have we confidence towards 
| God. And this will be ſuch a Qualification as will keep us 
| ſteady and immovable againſt all Oppoſition : We ſhall have 
that Conviction from wit hin, and thoſe regular Motions in our 
Hearts, as will diſpoſe us to a ſutable Behaviour in all our 
Actions: For as a good Tree cannot bring forth corrupt Fruit, 
ſoa Mind well Principled and Indued, will be evermore 
_ happily diſpoſed to Subdue and Conquer whatever may tempt 
us to this Sin, And believe me, it requires a firm and well 
_ ſettled Faith to bear us up againſt all thoſe Hardſhips, and Dif- 
ficulties that oppoſe us in our Chriſtian State. Whence you 
ſee how neceſſary and -requi it is ſeriouſly and often to 
nent AN | etl Af 5 . 
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to God, {tridt Loyalty to our Prince, Love and Charity to al 
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Men. Its Doctrins are Sound and Orthodox. Its Diſcipline 


Thall We like it, and become the firmer in it upon a due and 
ſerious Examination and right Underſtanding of it; We ſhall 

find it will both deſerve and inſtruct us in a firm Confrancy 
and Reſolution apainlt all Oppoſiticn and Difficulty whatever, 
Finally, my Brethren, be ftrong in the Lord, and in the Power ef 
his Might. Put on the whole Armor of God, that ye' may able to 
and againſt the Wiles of the Devil. For we wreſtle not 'agait} 
Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, againſt 
the” Rulers ag I eee of the - darbieſs f thi 
5 ; . World, 
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ar la, : wherefore take unto. you the whole Armor of 


Goll, that je may be able to withſtand in the evil Dry, ahd having 
die all th Stand, Eph. S. W7- © 


4. It may be again requiſit herein to ſet before usthe Pattern 
and Example of Chriſt, who was eminent in all Perſections, 
but eſpecially Remarkable for this; infomuch that he himſelf 
tells us, For this end was] horn, a for this cauſe came I into the 
World, that! ſhould bear Witneſs unto the Trath, Which he never 
Lodedlel, but conſtantly aſſerted with the greateſt 'Courage 
and Reſolution; T ſpeak openly in the Synagogue. So far was he 
ſrom Fear or Cowardice, and ſo compleat this Pattern that he 
Junderwent the extreameſt Sufterings even unto Death for 
Truth, and a good Cauſe. This Captain of our Salvutiom being fo 
Brave and Generous, We are obliged both in , and Duty / lon 
Eto imitate afid reſemble his Courage and Conſtancy; and, lk 
him, firmly maintain Truth and Integrity, whatever it coſts us. 
Wt will reſemble us to Chriſt at preſent, and bring us to the 
Enjoyment of him hereafter. |Whereupon I ſhall conclude with 
the Apoſtle, - 1 Tim. 6. 1 3. Igive thee charge in the fight of God, 
lo quickweth all things, ard before Chriſt Fefus, who before Pon- 
. Pilate witneſſed a good" Confeſſion, that thou \keep this Con- 
Vandment without ſpot, unrebukeable, until the a e of. our 
wie Teſus' Chriſt. 
For another prevention or direction 88a this great Evil, 
K us often think and. conſider of that great and terrible Threat: 
+ g here mentioned; And that if we be aſhamed of him, and bis 
We in Tu Adalterous and Sinful Generation, ef him Jhall the 
Fon if. Man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory of his Father, 
%% the holy Angels. And certainly frequent and ſerious re- 
; cxions on that great and glorious Appearance, and that his 
|; ming in ſuch a Solemn and Terrible manner to recompence 
aniſhment on us, ſhould preſerve us firm and ſteadfaſt in all 
poly Duties. For ſhould it not make us even now ſhrink and 
Iemble to think with our ſelves, that he will call us to a ſtrict = 
Account, and puniſh us m6ſt ſeverely: for theſe things another 
Pay. How ſhall we look,or what ea to ſay,when we 
wme to appear before him" in ſet Majeſty and Honour? 
; © os Wherefore 
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Wherefore if we keep the Thoughts of this. ſo great and ter. 
rible Appearance always freſh, and ſettled in our Minds, it will 
make us not dare to be guilty oi ſo great a Sin, as we will anſwer 
hereafter at our utmoit peril. For if we deny him, he alſo wil 
deny us, 2 Tim. 2. 12. NPft ß 
6. Let us be ſtrict and ſincere in all holy Duties, 7har u 
adorn the Doctrin of Chriſt in all things, aud walk worthy of owl 

. Profeſſion. A good Faith is the, moſt of all indanger d by ar 
* andue and irregular Practice. If by our ungodly and wicked 
Lives we Diſhonour our Religion, we make a very for. 
ward ſtep towards a denial of it, nd it may be juſt in God 
quite to remove it from us. If therefore we would conſult the 
Intereſt of true Religion, and dodeti;;n, or would defire, the ſe. 
ciurity and cestinuance of it; Let us walk conſcienciouſſy by the 
Rule we profeſs, and not dare any longer to continue practice 
Jo repugnant to all Piety and Religion, remembring what the 
Apoſtle threatens ſome, Who becauſe they received not the lu 
of the Truth, that they might be ſaved. For this cauſe God jul 
ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhould believe à lie, x Theſſ. a. i0 
But to compleat, and periect all, we muſt be ſure to ſuperadi 
in the Seventh and Laſt Place, our moſt humble and hearty 
Prayers to Almighty God, That he by his Grace, or Hoh 
Spirit, would aſſiſt us againſt this great and fatal Evil. Tu 
he would ſupport us under all Dangers, and carry us through a 
Temptations. That he would ftabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle us. Thi 
he would graft in our Hearts the Love of his Name, increaſe i 
us true Religion, nouriſh us with all Goodneſs , and of his gred 
Mercy keep us in the ſame. That he being our Ruler aud vid 
me may ſo paſs through things Temporal, that we finally liſe not ii 
. things Eternal. - That ſo Chriſt our Lord may not be aſhamed if u 
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when he cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels 
Nom our Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our Father 
which hath loved us, and hath given Us everlaſting conſolatid 
and good hope through Grace, comfort your Hearts, and. all 
yon in every. good Word and Work, 2 Theſſ. 2. 16, 17. 
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Chriſtian Supports 


UNDER THE 


[TERROR of DEATH 


"fn: XXIII. 4. 


Tea tho] walk throug h the V alley of the Sha- 
dow of Death, 1 wal ah no evil, * ton 


art. with me. 


T5 mighty and continual care which theDi 


vine Providence hath over us, is very grate- 
fully repreſented by ſuch ſoft and cender 
expreflions, . characters of God, as do beſpeak 
an abundant Affection and regard for us, giving 
us all the aſſurance and ſecurity imaginable of an 
infinite kindneſs and compaſſion COBRMIRIY: 1 INga- 
ged for us. 

So when our Lord doch comfort his Diſci ples 
with the Doctrine of Providence, he thus nar 
ſeth it, Towr heavenly Father knoweth, that you have ua.s, 32. 
need of all theſe Things. What can be dearer and 
ng more ſollicitous AO the Affections and con- 


1 cernment 


Chꝛziſtian Suppoꝛts under 
cernment of a Parent? Another of the like kind 
to the ſame end and purpoſe, is here mentiond 
and apply d by David, who ſeems to aſſure or chal. 
lenge to himſelf, the extraordinary care and pro. 
tection of God, under all, the very worſt circum. 
ſtances, from the ſutable character of Kindneß iſ 
and Indearment he aſcribes to him, ver. 1. The Led 
is my Shepheard, and thence makes this natural 
Inference, TI ſhall not want. He will moſt certain. 
ly take care of me, for to continue the Paralle 
or Similitude here before us, ver. 2, He maket) 
me lie down in green Paſtures, or Paſtures of tend 
Graſs, he leadeth me beſide flill Waters, or Water 
of quietneſs* Which is ſpoken with alluſion to 
the moſt grateful things or conditions, that God 
vill beſtow upon, or provide for his People; hi 
goodneſs will take care, that they ſhall have what 
is moſt proper and convenient for them. And 
when they are brought to any diſtreſs, he will de- 
liver them out of it, reduce them to a happy con- 
dition, and ſet them right and ſafe in their wayes 
ver. 3. He reſtoreth my Soul, he leadeth me in the 
Paths of righteouſneſs for his Names ſake, and which 
is more, when they are under the moſt unpro- 
miſing circumſtances, in that ſad and doleful con- 
dition, which we mult all come to and lie under, 
the diſmal preſſure and ſtroke of Death; even 
herein the People of God are relieved and rer 


the Terronrs of Death. 
ted by this extraordinary Divine care and good - 
neſs; Tea, tho Iwalll through the Valley of the Sha- 
h of Death I will fear no evil, for thou art with 
In which words are two things conſiderable: 
Firſt, The terror or ſeverity of a dying State, 
| va, tho 1 walk. through the Valley of the Shadow of 
_ _ ERR vo 

et Secondly under ſuch diſmal circumſtances. 
God doth moſt abundantly comfort and ſupport 
us; Tea, tho I walk through the Valley of the [hadow 

if Death I will fear no evil, for thou art with me. 
Firſt, Tis obſervable, that holy Daviddoth here 
remember us of the terror and ſeverity of a Dy- 

ing State or Condition; 7ea tho I walk through 

the Valley of the ſhadow of Death; which is greatly 
ſignified by almoſt every word in it, Yea Du eri- 

anſi, Notwithſtanding , implying the utmoſt di- 
ſtreſs or extremity, I walk 1% ambulavero, I ſhall 
| walk; intimating a leaſurely, and ſo a more tor- 
menting paſſage. Vin Valle, the Septuagint & ute 
in the middle, the depth or extreamity of the 
ſhadow of death WB, in Valle umbre lethalis, in 

the thickeſt of the deadly ſhade, i. c. in ipſiſima 

© proſundifſimd mortis umbrd, in the deepeſt and 
utmoſt ſhade or ſorrow of death. The Word here, inn 
ſaith one, Notat horribilem quandam mortis ſpeciem 
& figuram ( qualis morientium oculis obſervatur ) 
LD trifli- 


Chuſtlan Supports under 
triſtiſſimam. It denotes a very horrid appearance 
ot death, and that moſt diſmal apprehenfion of 
it, which Men uſually have when they come to 
die, every way beſet with horror and diſtraction, 
in a word, a terrible and approaching deſtruction 
(qui enim ad umbram accedit non longe à corpore ab. 
t) He that is in the ſhadow, is not far from the 
ſubſtance or thing itfell, 

Thus the Pſalmiſt repreſents a dying State x 
moſt ſevere and terrible, agreeable co what he 
7ſi 55:4 tells us of it from his own experience, My Heart 
Ils fore pained within me, and the pains of death ar 
fallen upon me, fearfulneſs and trembling are con: 
upon me, and borror, or as it is in the other Tranſl: 

tion, an horrible dread hath overwhelmed me. 
Decath, or rather the preliminary paſſage toi, 
and the way into the other World, is attended 
with great horror and affliction, and is beyond eu. 
preſſion harſh and terrible; to which Fob may 
2. have ſome reference, when he faith, O that wi 
pref were thoroughly wei ghed, and my calamiiy laid 
in the ballances together, for now it would he heavie 
then the ſand of the Sea, therefore my wards are (wal 
lowedupl that is, I want wards to expreſs my grief 
for the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poi 
fon whereof drinketh up my ſpirit, the terrours of Gu 
do ſet themſelves in array againſt me. And that th 
was the utmoſt extremity of diſtreſs or aſſhcta 


he could think of, appears from that Standard of 
Sorrow, which he makes it Chap. 24. 17, If one 
know them, I they are in the terrours of the ſhadow 
f death , which he therefore calls The Hing of Chap. 12... 
terrours. The greateſt of all humane Evils or © 
Miſeries. And now that great terrour and ſeve- 
Iny, which doth accompany. a dying State or 
condition, may be occafioned; _ 
Firſt, From the pains or agonies of it: 
Secondly, Mens mifgiving thoughts of their 
T 05740]. 5 tre 2 
Thirdly, Their foregoing all the Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments of this World © | 
Fourthly, The ſence of Guilt or Sin, that will 
%% A ood h i 


Fifthly, The more and greater Aſſaults of 
eee oo 
Sixthly, The thoughts and conviction of an 

enſuing Judgment. Upon all which accounts our 
dying Circumſtances will appear ſuffieienily 
dreadful- and retable; 
The firſt great terror of Death doth ariſe FROM = 

THE PAINS OR AGONIES THAT. USUALLT © 
ATTEND UV; For however it is to appearance, 
there may be, its very likely, even in the ſmooth- 

J cit paſſage from this to the other World, ſome. 

J rugged and une ven paths which can be percei- 


Jed by none, but thoſe that tread them, cer- 
1 js tain... 
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Chriſtian Supports ur der 


tain it is that in the general, there is a great deal of 


_ . hardſhip and difficulty at ſuch a time and in ſuch 
Circumſtances as theſe, from thoſe pains and ſor. 


rows which do naturally attend that condition, 


for in looſing that knot, in diſſolving the cloſe 
Conjunction of Soul and Body, there muſt be, 
and we have reaſon to ſay there is, a great deal 


of unconceivable Anguiſh and Affliction, tis an 


extream violence to Nature, and the utmoſt con. 
tradiction to it. And therefore muſt mightily 


fret and moleſt us, for whence (but from the moſt 


| horrid pain and uncaſineſs)can proceed ſuch extra. 
vagant convulſions, cold ſweats, deadly faintings 


ſhort breathing, diſtraction of the Eyes, and other 


dreadful Agomes that attend it? For if theſe and 
the like, which we obſerve in daily Spectacles of 
Mortality are dreadful to behold ; What muſt 
they be to thoſe poor Creatures that do, and to 


us that ſhall ſuffer under them? And therefore a 


good man, that is not afraid of death, can't but 
ſhrink and tremble to think of the way to it, that 
is beſet with ſuch horror and diſtraction in every 


particular; O my God may be the language of 


the moſt pious Soul, I am willing to die and pre- 


pared for thee, being defirous to depart and to be 


with Chriſt, which is better than a continuance 
here, but my greateſt concern is, how to come 
to thee on the other Shore, there is a great Gult 


between 


the Terrours ot Death. 

between us, I muſt be toſs d on a boyſterous 
dea, and wrack d by dreadful Waves, and Tem -- 
eſts. Is there no way to Canan, but through 

1 deſolate Wilderneſs, and muſt J 20. through 
the valley of the Shadow of Death, to that Land 
rhich flows with Milk and Hony, that Heavenly 
feruſalem? I heſe are things contrary to Fleſh 
and Blood, and ſuch as will make the ſtouteſt 
courage faint and tremble, the pains and ter- 


| rours of death can't be expreſt or conceiv d by 


any but who are paſt or under them. And 
| doubtleſs the holy Spirit of God doth in ſome 
meaſure intimate to us the ſadneſs of them, 


ther State. One undoubted priviledge whereof, 
z, that there ſhall be no more ot thoſe dread- 


ful forerunners or concomitants of it, where 


are ſorrows ſo ſevere and terrible as endanger 
the ſafety of our Souls as well as Bodies, by ur- 


ging us to impatience, diſtruſt, and the like; 


thence ſays our Church, ſuffer us not at our laſt 
hour through any pains of death to fall from thee. 


Our greateſt croubles and moſt dangerous con- 


flict in this World is uſually our departure out 
of it, ſo that to this caſe alſo we may apply 


that of the Prophet, The great day of the Lord ” hg 


Is near, it is near and haſteth greatly, even the voice 


of 


| when it mentions it as a great bleſſing to men 
| that it is appointed to them, but onse to die, Heb. 5. a5. 
and that there ſhall be no more death in the o- Rev. 21. . 


Chuſtian Suppoꝛts under 
. of the d of the Lord, the mighty Men ſhall try 
therein euer. Ibat da is a dy of wrath, 4 
day of double and -difireſs; a day of 1 
Cbſolation, a day of darbueſs and "ra ny 
of clas and thickdarkneſs.. 9 I | 
lhhus the Pains and Agonies of a dying; Star 
render. it moſt terrible and dreadful, ': 
Soecondly, It will appear again to be lo 
: FROM: MENS MISGIVING THOUGHIS 0 
THEIR; AH EH STATE... Ido not mean their 
doubtfulneſs of it, for Iam apt to think, that 
the greateſt pretenders chat way are fafficiently 
convinc'd when they come to die, and the ſence 
ofchat their Fer Condition will ſoon 
rub up their belief of another Life; but nov 
maoſt ort all Men are under no ſmall diſtreſs and 
perpletity from the 'convichon and confidera- 
tionof that future Life Sorwhich none is ſuffici- 
ently fitted ane prepared, but hath reaſon; eſpe- 
erally: from bimſolf, to have fome diffidence 
fomediſtruſt or ſufpicien of his condition in it, 
and it ĩs:vthat becometh a prudent and a good 
Man; for an over-weening opinion of- Our 
ſelves, and a conſident ppefmmpt ion of our pre. 
paration for Heaven: may be ill grounded and 
miſtaken, and ſeems to be inconſiſtent with a 
truly devout and penitent Soul, Be not high 
= ae fear is the Rule that fuch #0by even 
in teſt: cicumſtances. We muſt be ſenſible, 


and 
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chetertours of Death. 


20 ought 0 be eſpecially ſo, When wHe come to 


die, That we have had a great work to do in a 


little time; and being that God now calls us ro 


give up an tocount on Wi Stemard(kip, it muſt put 


us into very great fear and conſternation to 


think with our F elves iwhat we have done, and 


whither we are going,and how can we but ful pect 
| our condition; when we conſider that we are 
not able to anſwer Goat one brd in a rhonſand; nuſt 


it not then moſt deeply oheern; and mighitily 
affect our Souls, to conſider that near approach 


to their endleſs and unalterable State, and tlie 
beſt ot "Mtn may have ſome fear or ſüfpicion 

at leaſt of their Condition in it. This how is 
their grand Affalr, and They fail and miſear- = 
ty here they are irre vocably gone and Joſt for 
erer: Who chen can avoid being concern d 
at this great and weighey change; wien the 


thinks With himiſelf, char he is NU haſting in- 


| to another world, And at the te Of Eternity, 


tho he fears not drath, Fer t Ee apprehienfiorts 
of another State muſt Gene a damp fte His 


Soul; and make him Hagely ſerious ard per! 
plexed inhisthoughts; Mens hearts 
for fear of hat may hecome of them in ano- 
cher State. Nor is it blamablc or unchriſtian 


0 boſo, for beſides what Reaſon ches belt of 


Meh way have do ſelpect themſelves, uch a 
N B 2 tem- 


failing them 


2 Chuſtian Suproꝛts under 

temper as this, will diſpoſe; us for all due care 
and circumſpection in that moſt ſolemn time 
and ſeaſon, and ſuch an humble diſtruſt of our 
ſelves may. and will have better effects, than 
a very daring confidence and preſumption: For 
the comfort of good Men, at the moſt depend. 
ing upon hope, doth ſhew that at the beſt they 
lie under; ſome donbtfulneſs and inſecurity: 
And t herefore as vol lee Mens mi [giving 
thoughts, as to a future State, is no ſmall trouble 
and perplexity to them in their dying circum- 
Thirdly, Their trouble herein doth further a: 
riſe, FROM 1 HE, THOUGHTS: O PARTING 
WITH ALL THE PLEASURES AD ENFOY- 
MENU S HERE. BELOW. Men that have liy- 
_ ed-inthe World muſt needs have ſome intereſt 
: and affection Six d in it, and there is ſcar ceany 
that do or can ſit ſo looſe to theſe ſecular At- 
fairs, as to bear the removal from them with 
an even and undiſturbed Spirit; nay. ſo far 1s 
it from this, that theſe frequently prove the 
moſt; pungent. conſiderations or refſexions in 
that diſmal ſtate Habe V, ſaith one, laboured 


” 
= 


all my life time for. nothing but: vanity and vexa- 
tion of Spirit, for I ſindit to be. ſo.mow-; I am to 
be, remqued, and to be talen from it: Hor Ibis 
have ] beat my brains, mearied and moleſted my 


: ſelf, 


the Terronrs ok Death. 14 
ſelf, for this have I cheated and purloin d, or 
this have I overreach d or ſupplanted my Brother, 
prong d or oppreſs d my Neighbour, and muſt 1 
be depriv'd of all in a moment? What ſorrow 
like to my. ſorrow will the Worldling fay ? And 
thoſe pleaſures that others have too much in 
dulged, will but the more perplex their thoughts 
when they are thus foro d from them; nay 
wen the moderate and lawful enjoy ment of 
theſe things, will occaſion in us no ſmall trou- 
ble and vexation of mind, at this final par- 
ting with them: Tho it behoves us to do it 
with Chriſtian courrage, and Reſignation, yet 
we cannot without extream ſorrow and con- 
cernment ſay at that time, Farewel Wife, far- 
rel Children, farewel Friends, farewel the World 
| finally farwel whatever was here dear and valua- 
ble, And give me leave to add, the more have 
been Mens comforts, and thoſe of good Men have 
been the moſt and trueſt, the more and greater 
muſt be the grief and concernment, for that 
utter removal, and diſmal ſeparation from them. 

Fourthly, The troubles of a dying State 
muſt , be again very great, FROM THE 
SENCE, OF SIN. OR GUILT THAT WILL. 
THEN CROWD IN UPON US. However we 


may. forget God and our ſelves in a time: of 
Health and Proſperity, when theſe decline or 
yr) * forſake 


for ſake us, we are uſually brought to a ſober 
- ſence, and in ſuch a languiſhing State and Con- 
dition can hardly avbid it; Conſcience, if e. 
vet, will certainly awake When we come to die, 


Chaiſtian Supports under 


and we thay have obſerved the greateſt Afflicti 


on that Men have chen ſuff er d under, was 
their not being able to avoid their own thoughts, 
which are now more bitter and terrible chan 
ever, (and by the way tis not only juſtice but 


* goodneſs in God to make it fo.) Noy 


the mind has quick and unbials'd Reflection: 
on its Own Actions, and ſets forth its Guilt in 


true and proper Cobours, ar d tlrerefore the A- 


poſtie may well ſay, The fing of Death is Sin 


No terror in this State like that which doth re. 


Ta ST: 


dotind to us from our guilty Conſciences which 
have now 2 got s under hold, and will laſh us ſe- 


verely. We can't now difguife ar diffemble 
ein Fund there is no ſtifling of it by Riot of 


Intetmperance , lewd and 60e Ct Othpany can 


divert us no longer; all the ace day out 


fins will plague ard fret us, aid in the weartfom 


ts, when we'count'every minute, our guile 


Will rush in upon our thouglits, attend us in every 


turn and motion, and render our Souls as reſt 
leſs and uneaſie as ouf Bodies; I what the Pro 


et fairh of wicked, Men be trrre at other times, 
ee At. yur” ; e ut Nike the 


Trou 
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the Terrours of Death, 13: 
troubled Sea when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt 
up mire and dirt. There is no peace, ſaith my 
Cod, to the wicked. When we come to die, 
the greateſt melancholly that ſhall then ſcize 
our ſpirits, will be from the heavy load and 
burden of our fins, that will be ready to op- 
preſs and ſink our Souls. Then we ſhall find 
that threatning verified in us, I will reprove ,,,.. 21. 
thee, and (et them in order before thine eyes. ; 
And what grief or anguiſh! can be comparable |} 
to that, which redounds from this? When we 1 
are going hence, and God gives us Warning to 
remove, muſt it not concern and afflict us be- 
yond all thought or expreſſion, to conſider 1 
the danger our Sins have now brought us to? 1 N 
| They hide God's face and mercy from us, and |} 
in our greateſt Diſtreſs and higheſt need of 
Comfort, threaten us with utter Ruin and 
Deſtruction ; and nothing now can be ſo cut- 
ting and intollerable as the thoughts of a di. cs 
| pleaſed and angry Cod. And well may that — 
be ſo to us which was the greateſt of our S 
viours troubles, for at his dying hour, the guilt 1 


of our ſins that lay on him, occaſioned the bit- 
tereſt agony of his Soul, and that diſmal excla. 

mation, My God, my God, why haſt ibn fon | 

faken me. Moſt certainly the ſence of |; 

Zuilt will. be the bittereſt P otion, and * 
us 8 regs 


1 Chuſtian Suppoꝛts under 
| __ dregs of that Cup of trembling, Our Hearts will 
| flint, and our Souls will fink within us, and we] 
=: ſhall ſhake and fear, and-cry mightily; and have 
on us ſuch paſſionate: concernment as is 1nex- 
85 preſſible, from the diſmal apprehenſion of the 
Divine Wrath and Indignation which our fins 
| have kindled and provok'd againſt us. So that 
Cen 4 13 hereupon it may be ſaid with Cain, My puniſb- 
ment is greater than I can bear. 
Fifthly, The troubles of a dying ſtate wil 
appear further conſiderable, FROM T HE As. 
SALT OF OUR SPIRITUAL . ENEMT 
WHICH WILL BE THEN MORE Ap 
GREATER THAN EVER. For to this we may i 
Rev. 12. 12. Apply: what is ſaid of him, Woe to the Inhabi- if 
lants of the Earth, for the Devil is come down 
unto you, having great wrath, becauſe he know- 
eth that he hath but a ſhort time. And ac- 
cordingly we may expect that he will apply 
his temptations, now more cloſely and vigo- 
rouſly than ever, for if he diſcharges this laſt 
part effectually, they are utterly loſt and gone, 
and he has gain d them for ever, Wherefore 
he may be ſuppos d now to ſet all his Engines 
on work, and to ply it cloſely. He takes all I 
the advantages that may be of theſe extream 
and difficult ce cumſtances; herein he tempts 
us to fretfulneſs and impatience under e s | 
* | hand, 


the Terrours ok Death. 
hand, to a deſtruſt or diſpair of his goodneſs. 
Doft thou flill retain thy Integrity? Curſe God J. 
and die. If this will not do, he tempts us 
vich too great preſumption on the Divine 
goodneſs, to a neglect of due Examination 
and Repentance of our Sins, or diſtracts our 
thoughts with Secular Affairs. One way or 
other, he either keeps us from the duties requi- 

ſite for that State, or endeavours to make us 
increaſe our ſin in it. Moſt certain it is, that 
the Devil doth now hope, and induſtriouſſy 
watch, for his Prey; the laſt effect of his Ma. 
ice and Revenge. The caſe here may be ſome- 
what liken d to that mention d of him, Rev. 12. 
4. The Dragon ſtood before the 'Woman that was 
ready to be delivered, for to devour the Child as 
ſoon as it was born. But may our Souls eſcape 
ike that, and be caught up unto God and to his vers 
een eee D 
Sixthly, A dying State or Condition, is ren- 
der d very dreadful and terrible FROM THE 
THOUGHTS. OR CONVICTION OF AN AF- 
TER-ACCOUNT OR JUDGMENT. The Pri- 
ſoner when going to his Tryal, hath all along 
| every; ſtep he takes, very: ſtrange and per- 
| plexing thoughts, and is beyond expreſſion 
| troubled and uneaſie within himſelf - And 
| vhar rault che caſe be wich Men, when onthe 


C confines 
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Cynltian Suppants under 


confines of another World, to think of that 


great and impartial Judgment and Tribunal, 
beforc which they are now ſummond to ap- 


pear ? And how muſt it affect and cut them, to 


conſider that they are now haſting to the pre- 
ſence of that Righteous and Almighty Judge, 


who ſhall ſtrictly examine every thought and 
idle mord, before whom all things are naked and open? 


To conſider that after Death comes Judgment, is 
that which makes a dying State the moſt ſerious 


and weighty matter in the whole World What 
concernment and anxiety muſt a man truly 


conſiderative have at ſuch a time? I am dy ing 
I. am departing; that is, in other terms, I am 
called to give up my Accompts, Lam going 


to be Judged before the great God; behold, 


what: matter fo weighty, what concernment 
comparable to this? This ſingle conſideration 


duly weighed, renders ſuch circumſtances very 


ſtraight and terrible: No other can be the ge. 
rune effecx of Mens thorough belief and con: 
viction (at that time) of an approaching Judg- 


o 1 
But we haveſufficie 
and tragical part, it may be high time now to 
draw the Curtain, and ſet forth a fairer Scene. 
Well chen, notwichſtanding a dy ing cor 
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the terrours of Deüth. 


sthus ſevere and terrible, yet we have particular, 9 
extraordinary ſupports and comforts under it. 
Tea, though I walk through h the Valley of the ſha- 
2 "of Death, I WILL FEAR No A, FOR 
THOU ART WITH ME, to aft ſt me in theſe 
firaits and neceſſities, and to afford ſuitable 
belps and advantages under them. And now 
thoſe great ſupports which God doth give us 
in theſe moſt difficult circumſtances, may be 
conſider d under theſe following particulars. 
Firſt, The thoughts of this State; as the ap- 
ointment « of God. £220 
Secondly, That Cod is therein rc 
preſent vith us, and gives us extraordinary helps 
and aſſiſtances of his Divine care and goodnefs. 
Thirdly, The near a pproach to Heaven and 
Happineſs. BD . 
Fourthly, The conſideration of Chriſts Death 
and Sufferings. © | 
Fifchly, The belief and expectation of a fu- 
ture Reſurrection. | 
Sixthly, The promiſe and aſſurance of pardon 
and forgiveneſs. bk | 
' Seyenthly, The actkndance of Gods Holy 
Angels that are ready to receive our Souls. © 
Which duly and ſeriouſſy conſider d, will 
abundantly qualifie and remoye all the terrours 
and difficulties of a OF State. 
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Chaſtian Supports under 


Firſt, It is a very great ſupport at that time to 


1 conſider, That the STATE WE ARE Now 


BROUGHT TO, IS ACCORDING. TO: THE 


DET, ERMINAT, E ORDER AND: ALLOEMENT 


+ O0FGOD, in whom we live, and move, and have 
our being. He is the breath ot our Noſtrils, he 
put our Souls into theſe Tabernacles, and we 


are here only Tenants at Will, liable co be dif- 


poſſeſt at Pleaſure. And when we conſider, that 
"tis appointed for. all men once to die, and that it is 
an irrevocable decree of Heaven that we MUST 


all walk through the Valley of the ſhadow of Death, 


1 Theſ. z. 3. 


why ſhould we fear any evil ?. be diſmay'd or 
terrified, at that which is the will and a 6h of 


the Almighty, as if ſome ſtrange and unexpected 
accident did befall us? For may we not here- 
upon ſay with the Apoſtle, That no man ſhould 
be moved with theſe afflictions, for your felves know 


that we are appointed thereunto. Is not Gods 


hand in my :ſuffering?.Isit.not in my death? 


'Tis an undoubted mitigation even of this ſor- 


row and aftliction, to. conſider that God hath 
appointed it as the unavoidable Lot and Portion. 


of: all men living; ſo that, on this account, we 


nay fay, Iwill fear ng. evil, for thou art with me: 


Secondly, In our dying State or. cir cumſtan- 


Wl ces, GOD Is PECULIARLY PRESENT WITH 
US, AND. GIVES . os. - EXTRAORDINARY 


HELPs 


ths; Derr N 


ö 3 of, Death. 


HELPS\AND ASSISTANCES, OF. HIS "CARE 


AND GOODNESS. Thou art .with me. That 


Providence which is always vigilant oyer us, 
deep and ſpeclal regard and 
concern for us. Are t very hairt f our hes 4: 
all number d? And doth his care extend ſo far, as 
that one of theſe ball not fall to the ground, dut 


by the permiſſioꝝ of our Heavenly Father? May 


bath then amore 


e, that he is peculi- 


ve not hence juſtly conclu 
nger and extremity 


arly careful of us in luch d 


= ty T hou art with me; it is reader'd Penes me, 

in Lo quo flo, Thou art near at hand, in the 

very place where J am, not as an indifferent 
unconcern d Spectator, but to be a very preſent | 

help in trouble. Then this our good God is 

with us, to comfort our Souls, to ſupport. our 

Spirits, to. caſe our Pain, and give us patience 

under it, to ſoften our cares, to, mitigate the 

pangs and terrours of Death ; then the Eternal peu 33: 27. 


God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlaſt- 


ng Arms. Sucha mighty care of God over us, 


holy David was. 1 0 ſenſible of, and 


doch expreſß. Fl ae Tha Thou 1 50 1 5 
9 Plal. * 


d will de 


#0 pet th,., and hoy PAO 


ver him in time 0 trouble. Thou fe not deliver 
him into the will of his enemies, The Lord will 

frengthen him upon the bed of languiſhing ; thou 
way Rome all his bed in bis 71 dee The Hebrew 


word 
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| uo dagen wig Supports Aber 

= _ wardlig Nike Put Thot wilt tap bil Pie "bee 
| In his 0 500 as it wete to cake him lie more 
i ad ihe: 85 . id He ſcems to have an un- 


Tefefenct Hercunto; by what prelenth 
ei ber Tuo ut with' the, thy rod 
5 Ralf comfortime. At quid adferunt folatis 
| - © virga 70 baculus: 2 adf 17 U & quidem plurimun, 
i *Faith Eraſmus in gen jouſly upon i, What com. 
fort doth chere and ere hy oft? A gteat 
deal; adbr fur Goat aæmonun hoe Mo. 
1 entium, They are thofe Inſtruments whereby 
1 this great Shepherd doth defend bis Flock from 
3 ___*therageand malice of the Devils! that wait to 
x *Yeyour us. am not Sea Taich he, that 
=: ſome of the Ancjents, by the rod here, under 
= 1 light Miction; where with God doth 
 B Chaſtizc; by the ff fome more ſevere and 
i - ph Judgment, whereby he doth puniſh his 
I 80 ple. An opinion though very pious, yet not 
99 7 per for this place; for obſer ve, faith he, 

«tk Pfatmift doth not ſay,” My rod andi. my \ fff 
a but thy roc and thy flaff, and therein {peaks | 
"_ Capra to the Metaphor, cre6f Gods 
14; "OE altor; 00 mah) tale the v and | 
the fa Here Accördling to Wha is üflhal irt Serib. 
etürest 3 e ti oh ing Grace, the f 
*our Pefenc % again oli r eee enemy. Hat 
N 4 25 To hit 2 ſolatio Junt greg! Þ 


imbecilli] 


\ \ 
a 


wethe Ter toutes of Death, = 
© imbectHfi allverſus tetrores olrminm  malorum, 
This oe lis faff of che fbepherifofour ſouls, Chrif 
Jeſus; will be our protection ani ſeturity againſt 
all kind of evil. St. Paul, ſaith he, mictitions the 
fiery Durts of the Devil; theſe. Chriſt keeps from 
cus wich his fa here mentioned: Hoc an nom mag- 

m uteri militatit iti ueri s. (olatiwde And 18 

not this by the way a great inoouragement uf 
our Warlike State? How dearly doth out Lord 

Jeſus love us, who, as you ſee, will neglect no- 


tectidm our rofreſmment, and our comfort? 
Thus fat he, which IThave the longer inſiſted on, 
| becaufe it is ſuch a genuine, though unuſual In. 
terpretationꝭ and a feaſonable repreſentation of 
Gods fo greatʒ and peculiar care and regard for. 
5, in this moſt ſtraĩght and difficult condition. 
Io ſum up this Head; as nothing is ſurer 
than the day of Death, and our departure out 
of this earthfy Body, which very likehꝰ may be 
attended wirf Blackneſs and terrourꝭwith dreads 
| ful paitis, and AgonRs, io great to be ex- 
| preſt-;- yet l may comfortably, ſay, that herein 
| #6" Lordi my hrüper j yea;mhbught #50 rhrough 
this Valley of tholſbadbu vf Deaths Iwill fear no 
evil, fon thou aftiwith me.» Tho the Arrows: of © 
| the Almighty flick faſt in me, and his hand preſſeth | 
ne fore; tho my condition be painful and tor- 
80 r 
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: menting I ſes Ibc ſtretcht upon my Bed with 
grief and anguiſn, and my friends about me 


Iament to tun thotithe: place: which rom ſeth 


me, Jball fee me in mare, notwithſtanding the 
decree is paſt. That God bath-numberd my > Li 
_and.finiſh'd it, and l am now beſet with gloom. 
ineſs and darkneſs, mine eye bals rowl, and my 
Soul is juſt on the wing, 9 to take its flight 


into the unknown Regions of the other World, 


Plan. 13. 23, Nevertheleſs. I am continuallywith thee, thou ha 


holden: me by.my.right hand, Thou ſalt guide ne 
with thy Coundil, wy ; afterward receive me to 
glory; MHhom have I in Heaven! but thee, and 


there is none upon Earth that I defire beſides thee, 


My Fleſb and my Heart  faileth,r but God is the 
We of my heart and my Portion: for. ever. 
ch brings us to another thing that vil 


Ale and comfort us, in a dying State and 
Condition, and that is 


Thirdly, THE, THOUGHTS, GR CONSIDE 


RATION. OD NHR APPROACH: 10 


HAPPFINESS AND GUN. Having hitberto run 
the race that, is ſet beſort us, We. may expect 


grcater ſweets! and; trouples, and £0, be more 
dred, the raren we come t the end of it. But 
this is the laſt Stage, if we can bear up under 
this, only remaining difficulty, the day and 
tha priæa is ours, e ma); goon with pat ience 


3. In 


Looking g 


the Terrours ok Death. 

Looking unto Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith. How muſt it incourage our endeavours, 
and ſupport our ſpirits, under the ſoreſt preſſure 
of Death it ſelf, to behold, with an eye of faith, 
the glory ready to be revealed, and to ſee our Lord, 
with open arms, ready to receive us? Come, 
bear up under this, and as it is your worſt, it is 
your very laſt tryal. There are bleſſed Manſions 
prepar d for you, where there ſhall be no more 


| be any more pain, for the former things are paſſed 
| away, Tho it may not ſcem conſiſtent with what 
have already deliver'd, to leſſen the fad and ſor- 
| rowful circumſtances of our dying hours, yet ! 


23 


death, neither ſorrow, nor crying; neither (hall there 6 


may ſay, that if our Souls be duly fix'd on Hea- 


ven and Eternity, it muſt in a great meaſure 
abate, and will, 'm ſure, outweighthe worſt that 
can be ſaid or conceiv'd of that State. This is 
able to outballance the utmoſt tyranny of 


. 


| pains and agomes, and to diſpel all clouds ah 


| mclancholly from our minds. The Night is 
come, but it brings us to the dawn of Eternity, 
and that ſhadow of Death is the confine of the days 
| of Heaven, Jet alittle while, and we are gone 
| into. YONDER World; and muſt it not be a 
mighty ſatisfaction to us now, to ſay with the 
Apoſtle, We know that if our earthly houſe of this ta- 2 
bernacle were difſolv'd, we bave a building of God, an 
m—— 


| ' 5. J. 


houſe 5 


gal. 16. I I, 


Ecgleſ, 12. 


Chaitians Suppoets under 


houſe not made with bands, eternal in the heavens, 
To think that the pain will be over in a ſhort 
time, is ſome eaſe to my mind in the greateſt af. 


| fiction ; but to add, and conſider withal, that i 


will be preſently ſucceeded with joy unſpeakabl; 


and full of glory, muſt adminiſter to our Souls the 


higheſt conſolation: I will fear no evil, for they 
art F with me; to fay farther, and 1 ſhall be with 


_ thee, be transferred to that bliſsful State, to the 


preſence of God, where there is fulneſs of joys and 
pleaſures for evermore, is my moſt unſpeakable 
ſupport, and the very height of comfort and fa 


tisfaction. The years bbs nigh in which thou 
ſhalt ſay I have no pleaſure in them, while the Sun, 
or the Light, or the Moon, or the Stars, are Javined 
In the j when the Keepers of the Houſe ſhall tren. 
ble. Alſo when they ſhall be afraid of that which 


is high, and fears ſhall be in the way. The ſilva 


Condes loofed > Obſerve. upon that melancholly, 
al tho elegant deſcription, of our d vin 2 condi- 


tion, Solomon ſubjoyns us a comfort a 


gainſt the diſ 


mal thoughts of thoſe ſad circumſtances, and a- 
gainſt Death it ſelf; theconſideration of our ac- 


cCeptance with God 1n the Immortal State. Then 
' [ball the duft return to the earth as it was, and the 
ſpirit ſhall return to God who gave it. In a word, 
thus ſingle conſideration, that we ſhall ever be with 


the Lord, 07 "Om and rely d on, will abun- 
dane 


the Terrours of Death. 


dantly relieve and ſupport us againſt all the 


powers of Death, in its moſt horrid and ghaſtly 


appearances, and ſufficiently ſubdue the great 


dficulcies of the dying State. 
Fourthly, This is again render d further eaſie 
and ſupportable FROM THE CONDIDERR ALI. 
WON OF CHRISTS DEATH AND SUFFER- 
IVS; not only as they do expiate our fins, and 
ſo bring comfort to our Souls, as we may have 
| occafion to ſhew preſently, but withal, upon the 
account of his great and glorious conqueſt over 
Death and the Grave, which he vanquiſhd and 
ſubdu'd, in the very worlt, and moſt horrid cir- 


25 


cumſtances, that they might have leſs power, ane 
exerciſe leſs tyranny over us. Whereupon the ” 
Apoſtle triumphantly ſpeaks, Death is ſwallowed 1 cy. 15. . 


p in Victory. O Death, where is thy ſling ? 0 Grave, 
where is thy victory? Thanks be to God, which giveth 


us the victory through aur Lord Fefes'Chrijt. 


Io conſider that Chriſt our Lord underwene 
the ſame before us, and in a more diſmal manner 
than we are able to bear or imagine, is ſome mi- 


tigation in this moſt forrowful condition; conſi- 


dering withal, that in doing ſo; he hath made the 


way more ſmooth and paſſable for us. Death 
ſpent his moſt fiery Darts on him, and he hath ſo 


ſubdu d his greateſt 85 00 and utmoſt power, 


that he either cannot, or dare not be over ſevere 


Rev. 1. 18. a 


the Sick. 


and rigorous with us; at leaſt, he can go no fur. 


Death is now purely under Chriſts command, 
and can do nothing but by leave from him; and 
therefore, we may juſtly hope that our gracious 
Lord will not ſuffer him to exert his utmoſt fury 
upon us. How ſuitable then is that pious Prayer 
viſraton of of our Church at this ſeaſon: Saviour of the 


| deemed us, ſaveus and help us, we humbly beſeech 


State, are again very much abated and ſubdud 
FROM THE THUUGHIS OF A4 (FUTURE 


and make abundant amends for all the doubts or 
troubles that den attend us. What though 
we fuffer under pains, and may be griev d to 
think that part of us ſnall be the prey of Worms 


ſoon diſpel the ſorrows that ariſe from thence. 
The time is coming (and Lord, what joy is it in 
theſe ſtraights? ) Wen my Soul now returning 


Chnſtian Suppoꝛts under 


ther than he will permit him. Iam he that liveth 
and was dead, and behold ] am alive for evermore, 
Amen: And have the keys of Hell and of Death. 


World, who by thy Croſs and precious Blood haſt re- 
_ Fifthly, The troubles and ſorrows of a dying 


* 


a 1 


RESURRECTION, which will ſatisfie our minds, 


and Corruption, yet the belief of this truth wil 


to God, ſhall meet this body again glorious and 
refin d, never more to be vext with, or ſepara- 
ted from it. This ſbadom of Death, and that ſor- 


; the Terronrs of Death, 27 
towful Night, that is now beſet with clouds 
and horrour, will conduct us to the morn of 
our Reſurrection ; and how can we be ſorrowſul 
as Men without hope ? This our Church looks up- 
on as the moſt comfortable ſupport, for the con- 
ſideration of our own, or others diſſolution, 
vhen in its great Prudence and Picty, it appoints 
that Leſſon concerning the great Article of the 
Reſurrection in the Burial Service, a Doctrine if 
rightly fix d and beliey'd, that will render us 
{izdfaſt and immoveable in the deepelt ſorrows. 
| 1by Brether ſhall riſe again, was the comfort ours: Job rr. 
| Saviour gave to Mary, and is ſuch as will be able 4 
to bear up our ſpirits, even in the heavieſt tryals 
of a dying State. For how mult it ſupport me 
and others, at that time, to ſpeak after this, or 
che like manner? © You behold me, Brethren, 
ſeemingly forſaken and diſtreſt; and, indeed, 

M complaint is bitter, for my ſuulus exceeding ſor- 

jp ropful, even unto death, and my firoke is heavier 
than my groanings. But yet ] would have you 
believe and think as I do, that I am only to 

8 withdraw for a ſmall ſeaſon; and as the Prophet 1 
ſpealss, to enter into my Chambers, and ſhut my EY” 
| © Doors about me, and to bide my ſelf, as it were,for a 
little moment, for thy dead men ſhall live; together 
mith my dead body ſhall they ariſe. And there- 
upon, obſerve what followeth: Awake and/ing, - 

N 244 t c Erol A 


28 CTChkiſttan Supports under 
Je that dwell in the duſt: This long and ſolemn 
parting may cauſe grief in our hearts, and tears 
n our eyes; but ſhall we not be comforted, 
. mess. conſidering the time is coming, in which, 4% 
iIßhat are in the Graves, ſhall hear the voice of the 

Son of God, and ſhall come forth, 
Sixthly, The Terrours of a dying State are 
mightily qualified and abated, FROM GODS 

MOST COMFORTABLE PROMISE AND AS. 
SURANCE OF PARDON AND FORGIVE. 

NESS. The greateſt and the trueſt forrow of 

a dying State, is that which is occaſion d from 

the ſence of Sin and Guilt: Hinc illæ lacryma iſ 

This is the cauſe of our chiefeſt trouble and un. 
ceaſineſs at that time, and very juſtly too, for it 
is the moſt diſmal fate as ever was threatned; if 
St. on 8.24. Ic hall die in your fins. But when I come witha | 
| meſſage of Pardon and Forgiveneſs, and this be 
3 rightly receiv and well grounded, then tis Sor i 
nn good chear, thy ſins be forgiven thee, To be 
convinc d that I have made my peace with God, if 
and that my Pardon is ſealed in Heaven, this will 
ſtrengthen us in the midſt of forrows, even tof 
the defjance of all pain and anguiſh: Inſtead of 
complaints, we may hereupon joy fully ſay, Lord 
nom letteſſ thou thy ſervant depart in peace. I do nei: 
ther care nor value what I fuffer, ſo I be reconctW 
led to God, and have my fins waſh'd away by 
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"Wei terrours of weath. 


the Blood 8 Chriſt. And ſuch may be the ſtate 
of every one of us, for upon a war: Faith and 


hearty Repentance, God will have mercy upon us, Ii. 55. 1 
and abundantly pardon. Though your ſins be as ſrar- * 16 


kt, they ſhall be as white as ſnow; though they pe red 
like crimſon, they [hall be as 8's This bleſted pro- 


| miſc takes away the ſting of death, and puts us be- 


yond the reach of its terrour and mali gnity; and 


therefore our Church may well preſcribe it as the 
great, or only comfort, and ſecurity, in ſuch aſtate 
or condition Thus faying, The Almighty Lord, vg. ot Siet. 


who is a moſt flrong T ower to all them that put their 
traſt in him, to whom all things in heaven, in earth, 
and under the earth, do bow and obey, be now and 

evermore th y defence, and make thee know and feel, 
that there is no other name under Heaven given to 
| Man, in whom, and through whom, thou mayeſt re- 


| ceive health and ſalvation, but ons: the name of our 


Lord Feſus Chrift. 

The Seventh, and laſt certable Conſide- 
ration that we have againſt the great ſorrows 
of Death is. THE ATTENDANCE OF GODS 
HOLT. ANGELS READT IO RECEIVE OUR 


SOULS AND TO CONDUCT THEM INTO © 
THE MANSION OF THE BLESSED. For be tn ou. um; 
pill give his Angels charge over thee to keep thee in 


al thy ways,certainly then in theſe, the moſt diffi- 


t of any. For are they not all Miniſtring ſpirits au. 1. 17 . 


ent fort H to Miniſter He, 786 Mat fe ori bent 1 hat ſhall,” 


or are ready to inherit Salvation? The 


30 Chnſtian Suppoꝛts un der 
The bleſſed God whote inſtruments the An- 

1 are (and who is therefore alone to be ador d 

for it) hath out of wonderful condeſcenſion 
towards us, aſſign d thoſe glorious happy Be. 

inge, for our fafery and protection in our dy ing 
Jenestrengek, and Difficulties. For the holy Scrip. 
5% Luk, 16-22: ture tells us, They carried Lazarus his Soul in- 
= to Abrahams boſom, And in our Say1ours dread. 
> Sula a24s ful Agonies there appeared an Angel unto hin 
from Heaven ſtrengthening him. And if ſuch 
were able to bring him relief in his Circum- 
ances, they may ell do it to ours, which at 
the worſt, come vaſtly ſhort of his forrowtul | 
Death and Paſſion, Why now ſhould we be 
amaz d, and terrified at the thoughts or ap. 
proach of that moſt ſerious and ſolemn hour. 
nes 12 art thou ſo heavy, O my foul ? And why art thu 
fo diſquieted within me? O put thy traſt in God. He 
and his bleſſedWngels continually watch over u 
for good. God in the ways we have heard, or 


e. 10. others, as he knows beit, Will keep thee from the 
hour of temptation, which ſhall come on all the World, 
wo Cod is our refuge andftrength ; a very preſent help in 


trouble. Iherefere will we not fear, tho the earth be 
moved. The Lord of Hoſts i is with us 3 the God "yn 
5 Jacob is cur refuge. 

In all time of our Tribulation, in the 1055 91 
Death, and in the Day cf Judgment, Good Lord 
dcliver us. | 
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